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world, and to place them in God's family and 


household,” she said; ‘‘so very blessed that 
godfathers and godmothers come forward to 
promise that we shall walk in right ways, 
and that they help to train us so that it is 
easier for us to keep from going astray. I 
am sure I can answer with all my heart to 
the question, ‘Dost thou not think that thou 
act bound to believe and to do as they: have 
}comised for thee?’ ‘Yes, verily; and by 


(od’s help so J will. And I heartily thank — 


vur Heavenly Father that he has called me 
to this state of salvation, through Jesus 
Christ our Saviour. And I pray unto God 
that he will give me his grace that I may 
continue in the same unto my life’s end.’” 
“My sponsors are such lovely old ladies! 
my godmothers, I mean,” said Nannette, 
“they live far away, but they write me de- 
lightful letters; IT suppose because dear moth- 


er is not here to oui 3 . 
guide me. You know, 


Minnie, Sponsors are provided, go that if the 
parents die when ‘the child ig little, it may 
have Christian care and teaching. My god- 


- 


father is across the water, g 
had not your cane grandfather, 4 


call sponsors | gossips.” 
ee “That i is a = an 
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est thing to learn is, to love God and keep 
his commandments, but I should be so glad 
to know all that the bishop tells you besides 
this, and so be a wise Churchman.” 
Nannette laughed at the word “wise.” 
“Oh dear!” she said, “the more I learn, the 
more I see that is glorious to be learned, and 
so one is never wise here on the earth, 


as grandpa says, ‘The fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of wisdom,’ and so the children 
of God are wise in a degree. But I ought 
not to say ‘as grandpa says, when I quote 
from the Bible. He told me long ago to 
speak always of the Holy Ghost as the author 
of every word in the Book of books. He 
says it is more needful now than ever that 
Christian people should remember this, when 
so many are speaking carelessly of the Word 
of God.” 

“Tell me about your confirmation, Nan- 
nette,” said Minnie, “ were you very timid?” 

“Afraid of the people, do you mean, or 
afraid to assume the vows?” 


“A little of both; I wish so much to £0, 


serie 
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and mean so truly to, and yet I have a sort 
of shrinking from the view of the congrega- 
tion, and a dread that I shall bring discredit 
upon the Church by an unfaithful life.” 

“I scarcely thought of any eye but the 
loving eye of our Heavenly Father,” said 
Nannette, “grandpapa had spoken so ear- 
nestly to me of all that God has done for 
his children, that I wanted to fly to thank 
him, and to promise to try and do him honor. 
And then you know, Minnie, we are already — 
members of Christ by our baptism, and it — 
would be a great reproach to the Church if 
we were to refuse to ratify the covenant that 
was so early made for us. This is what 
grandpapa said to me when I spoke to him 
of the danger of my not living up to the 
holy vows.” | 
«There is the Communion of the Lord’s 
Supper,” said Minnie, “I have the greatest 
shrinking from that. It seems to me so fear- 
ful a thing to ‘eat and drink unworthily.’” 

“Grandpapa will make all clear and plain 
to you. I am so glad he is to speak to us 


Joe 
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on all of the ‘Communion Office,’” said Nan | 
nette. “Here he comes now, so let us get 


the family together, that we may not 1s 
a moment of our lesson.” 
The bishop showed no signs of weariness, 


though his day had been fully occupied. 


The deep reverence and Sympathy of his 


flock were a perpetual refreshing to his 


spirit, and as he went from house to house 
in the parish, and from point to point in the 
diocese, he seemed to gain rather than to 
lose vigor and youth. Better still, his con 
stant access to the river of the water of life 
which renewed and surepethened him all 
the day long. 

“Your face is as fresh ae young as Uncle 


Hallam’s,” said Nannette, giving her giand- 


father the wonted kiss of greeting and pet- 
ting his cheek with her little hand. 

“Let us compare,” said a voice in the 
hall, and Uncle Hallam himself walked into 
the study as composedly as if he had not just 
arrived from a long journey. 


Such rejoicing ! and so many questions! and 


ae 5: se a 
Mr. Asher and Miss Bent cam 


“Of course 7 shall not 
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attempt to explain to you what must ever 
be a mystery to the finite mind, but I can 
go over the ‘Communion Office’ with you, 
and we will all try to derive what profit 
we may from this blessed service. There 
are so many false views advanced by va- 
rious individuals concerning the sacrament 
of the body and blood of our Lord Christ, 
that it is the duty of every clergyman to give 
to his people the plain and positive teaching 
of the Church as she has derived it from 
the Word of God. And when once you have 
that truth, my dear children, let me ask you 
to keep it in your heart of hearts, and never 
to talk about holy mysteries in the flippant 
and profane manner which is too prevalent 
of late in the Christian world. It is right 
that every child of the Church should be so 
well instructed in these truths, that he can 
give an intelligent answer to all who ask 
him concerning them; but great judgment is 
necessary in broaching sublime subjects, and 
more harm than good is done by the unwise 
and stammering tongue. You will please 
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turn to ‘the order for the administration of 
the Lord’s Supper or Holy Communion,’” 

All had their Prayer Books, and found the 
desired page. 

“The Lord's Supper is a very precious 
name for the Christian family gathering 
around the Father’s board,” said Uncle Hal- 
lam. “I love to hear it, it takes me back to 
that last Passover in the ‘upper room’ at 
Jerusalem, where our blessed Lord Jesus ate 
and drank with his chosen ones, and thought 
of us in this distant generation, and pro-— 
vided that we also should often participate 
in the Paschal Feast.” 

The bishop asked Nannette if she could 
tell him what was the custom at the close 
of the Jewish Passover. 

“The person officiating took a piece of 
bread and blessed it, and gave it to all who 
were present,—then a cup was filled with 
wine, over which they blessed God. This 
was called ‘the cup of blessing,’ and all 
drank of it, and then they sang a hymn of 
praise,” said Nannette, : 
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“You will perceive by this” said the bisb- 
op, “bow far our Blessed Lord was from 
choosing novelties in the institution of the 
Christian Church, and how he took, and 
spiritualized the ancient rites and ‘observ- 
ances which God had long before ordered — 
for the Jews. He only put away such cere- 


monial laws as had been. designed for their = | 


especial observance, and he perpetuated all 
- guch holy rites as would be a blessing t 
the whole world through all time.” 

“Tt is pleasant to feel that we are part 
and parcel with the children of Israel,” sail 
Uncle Hallam. “Our grand, glorious oll 
church, stretching backward through the 
ages, as far as the earliest Altar! We ar» 
too apt to forget the merging of the oll 
into the new dispensation, as the perfect 
fulfilment of the law and the prophets.” 

“T should like to say more upon this 
point,” said the bishop, “but we must keep 
close to our proposed theme, or our two 
weeks limit will be insufficient forall that 
I wish to explain to the children. I want 
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Minnie especially to have a thorough under. 
standing of the Supper of the Lord, before 
she goes to this sacred feast.” 

“The name ‘Lord’s Supper’ is offensive 
to the papists because it destroys entirely 
their notion of a sacrifice, and their use of 
private mass, but we have for this title the 
sanction of the Word of God in the eley- 
enth chapter of the first epistle to the Cor- 
inthians,—and also the authority of ancient 
writers.” 

“*Holy Communion’ is still more beauti 
fully suggestive, I think,” said Miss Bent. 

“Yes,” réplied the bishop, “with Chrict 
Jesus our Divine Head, and with the saints 
in Paradise, and all the children of Gol 
upon the earth, we are put into sweet and 
hallowed fellowship as we participate in tha 
reat feast. This name ‘Communion’ we 
also find in the Corinthians, tenth chapter.” 

“The ‘Eucharist’ is the Greek name, sig- 
nifying Thanksgiving,” said Uncle Hallam; 
“people seem to be using that title lately.” 
“Tt is indeed a Eucharistic feast in which 
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we have a thankful remembrance of the sac 
rifice of the death of Christ, and of the | 
benefits which we receive thereby,” said the. 
bishop; “but the American revision of the — 
Prayer Book has two most ancient and scrip- 
tural names attached to this Service. The 
title ‘Liturgy, has also been applied to = 
the Holy Communion Service, as this is 
the prominent act of the Christian religion. 
‘The Service of the Altar’ is another name, 
as all things that pertain to the celebrating 
of the Lord’s Supper were said at the Altar.” 

“T often hear people say, simply, ‘I am 
going to the Sacrament,’” said Mrs. Sands. 

The bishop remarked: “Tt ig better. for 
them to designate the Supper of the Lord, 
since the Church has two Sacraments or- . 
dained by our gracious Redeemer. I am 
sure no one can intend to ignore Baptism, 
but it is always well for Churchmen to use. 
clear and plain expressions that will not 
mislead.” 

Miss Bent said: “I wish the primitive 
usage of frequent communion in this holy 


hy 
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Supper could he restored. What devotion 
characterized the early disciples who ‘con- 
tinued daily in the Apostle’s doctrine and 
fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and 
in prayers.’” 

“Thank God, the Church is gradually re- 
turning to this frequent privilege,” said the 
bishop. “The laxity grew first from the 
Romish perversion, which changed wholly 
the nature of this blessed Sacrament, mak 
ing it too awful for mortals to approach,— 
and secondly, from the low estimate put 
upon it by the denominations who do not 
regard it as a means of grace, and a sure 
help to the spiritual life and growth of such 
as receive it in true penitence and faith” 

“When those two influences did not exist, 
and the children of our dear Lord held only 
the Church’s pure and scriptural truth, they 
flocked gladly to God’s Altar, and consid. — 
ered it the worst of ills to be excommuni- 
cated. or to be kept away.” | 

“The first rubric makes it the duty of the 
minister to banish all whom he knows te 
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be evil livers, or to have wronged their 
neighbors by word or deed, so that the con- 
gregation is offended,” said Nannette, look. 
ing at the rule. 3 

“Until they have repented and amended, 
and satisfied the congregation, and recom- 
pensed the wronged parties, or signified 
{ae purpose to do so,” said the bishop. “The 
\inglish Prayer Book had also a rubric to the 
effect that ‘so many as intend to be par- 


takers of the Holy Communion,’ shall sig- ae 


psfy their names to the curate, at least some 
time the day before.” | 


“This made it easier for the ministers to 


haow wether any evil liver presented him- 
s 'f,” said Uncle Hallam. ‘It would be very 
hard to pass one by at the Altar, and refuse 
the sacred emblem of a Saviour’s dying love.” 

“The rubric is very strict,” said the bishop. 
“It continues to say that the minister ‘shall 
use the same order with those between whom 
he perceiveth malice and hatred to reign, not 
suffering them to be partakers of the Lord’s 
Table, until he knows them to be reconciled.’” 


2 
BE. 
tT 
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“Tf one party forgives and is disposed to 
live in peace and charity, and the other is ob- 
stinate in his frowardness, the penitent party 
is admitted, and the other restrained, I per- 
ceive,” said Miss Bent. ‘But the Church 
does not often use this discipline, does it?” 

“The clergy are timid in this respect,” 
rephed the bishop. ‘We must act where a 
notorious evil liver comes to the Lord’s Sup- 
per; but such are generally deterred by their 
cwn conscience, and it is difficult for a man 
10 judge his fellow man in regard to fitness i 
or unfitness, in minor matters,—so that it 
has come to be pretty much as in the cham- 
ber at Jerusalem, the betrayer of the Lord 
Jesus may sit at table with hin, and the 
master of the feast alone can discern and 
deal with him.” 

“It would seem as if this Holy Commun- 
ion must at least keep Christian people from 
malice and hatred,” said Mrs. Sands. 

“No doubt it has its blessed influence and 
restraint,” said the bishop. 


“But for these institutions of our dear 


~ 
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Lord, who knows to what fearful lengths we 
might not go toward each other in our envy- 
ings and bitterness and strife. Itis humilia- — 
ting to think how like untamed beasts we 
might be.” | es | 

Nannette looked with surprise at her grand- — 
father. The image of meekness he seemed 
to her. Could it be that under any circum- 
stances in life he would show a wrathful 
and unforgiving temper ? | : 

Appearing to understand the tenor of her 
thoughts, he said, ‘‘It is all of grace that 
we are enabled to dwell together in unity. 
The rules of polite society could never bring 
men to such gentle agreement as the love — 
of Christ effects in them.” <= 

“How terrible the primitive method of 
excommunication,” said Miss Bent, “I rec- 


ollect we were speaking of that in your re- 
view of the Morning Prayer.” ae 

Uncle Hallam said, “It is wonderful how 
the Church protects her children in every 
way! Lest the clergyman from personal 
pique or revenge repulse a communicant, he 
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is obliged ‘to give an account of the case 
to the “ordinary ” or bishop, as soon as con’ 
veniently may be,’ so that the bishop may 
reverse or ratify the sentence, as he shall 
judge fitting.” a 

“T do not like to think that a priest of 
God could have such a wicked motive,” said 
Nannette. 3 


“We must thank our Heavenly Father 


that such a case rarely, if ever, occurs,’ re- 
plied the bishop; “but if it should chance 
to be, here is the safeeuard.” ee 

“The next rubric, both in the American 
and English book, is concerning the Com- 
munion Table,” said Nannette. “‘It is to — 
have a fair, white linen cloth upon it, and 
is to stand in the body of the church, or in 
the chancel, where morning and evening 
prayer are appointed to be said, and the 
priest, standing at the north side of the 
table, shall say the Lord’s Prayer and the 
Collect following, the people kneeling.” The 
English rubric ends here, and the American 
adds, ‘but the Lord’s Prayer may be omit- 


> 
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ted if morning prayer hath been said immedi. 
ately before.” 
“You generally say ‘ Altar,’ I notice, grand- 
;apa, instead of ‘ Communion Table.” - 
“Yes, my child, simply because it was the 
peimitive custom for the first three hundred 
years after Christ. It was then so constant 
aad familiar a name that history says, ‘ When 
i the fourth century Athanasius called it a 
Cable, he thought himself obliged to ex- 
jlain that he meant ‘Altar.’ It was not un- 
+1 the reign of Queen Elizabeth, when the 
Puritan rage was so fierce against every 
thing that seemed to it a superstition, that 
this word ‘Table’ was substituted, the word 
‘Altar’ conveying to prejudiced minds only 
the Romish conception of the Lord’s Supper, 
into the actual sacrifice of the body and 
blood of Christ. It makes small difference, — 
my dear children, whether we call it ‘Table’ 
or ‘Altar,’ since the Church in her liberality 
allows both; but we must take care that im ; 
cur minds we do not with the one word a 
full down the Sacrament of the Lord’s Sup- 
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per to a common meal, and that with the 
other we do not associate the Roman idea 
that Christ is offered again and again for us.” 

“The ‘Table’ or ‘ Altar’ was always fenced 
in to keep it from being treated with irrey- 
erence or disrespect,” said Uncle Hallam. 

Mrs. Sands asked if the reverence thus 
paid, was not by many thought a -super- 
stition. | 

The bishop said, “there are occasional re- 
marks made to that effect, but the children 
of the Church can see the propriety and de- 
cency of all her prescribed usages, and it 
would shock any devout person to see things 
that are set apart for sacred purposes, di- 
verted to any profane use.” 

‘Chancel, means rail, does it not?” asked 
Nannette. 

“Tt is derived from ‘cancellaria’ ‘a rail- 
ing,’ said her Uncle. ‘Kneeling at the chan- 
cel’ is an ordinary expression; we know 
that means by the rail that encloses the 
Altar.” 

“The fair white linen cloth seems appro- 


96 COUSIN MINNIK? 


priate,” said Miss Bent. “I believe they 
used to call it ‘palla altaris,’ to distinguish | 
it from the ‘corporis palla’ which was thrown — 
over the consecrated bread.” Se 

“With regard to the corporal? or linen — 
cloth which covers the bread, the design is 2 
said by some to be to prevent the ‘elevation’ : 
and the ‘ gazing, ” said the bishop. 2 
“Why is the rubric so particular to tell. = 
that the minister shall stand at the north = 
side of the Table?” asked Minnie. —— z 

“Only that he may the better be on 
and heard by the congregation,” said the =e 
bishop. “As our Altar is placed in the 
church, the north side is the right hand, and | 
the proper position for the officiating priest. — 
These matters would seem trifling to people 
who have not observed the Church’s care — 
to have ‘all things done decently and in 
order,’ as the Holy Scripture directs. We 
must have rules and regulations for the 
guidance of clergy and people, and to these 
we are bound to adhere so long as we have 
put ourselves under their government.” 
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Uncle Hallam said: “The Communion Ser- 
vice is to be said nowhere else but at the 
Table of the Lord; and when the first or 
morning service is ended at the desk, the — 
clergyman proceeds within the chancel.” 

‘We sing a hymn, or psalm, or anthem 
called the ‘Introit,’ or ‘entrance,’ while the 
priest is going from the desk to the chan- 
cel,” said the bishop. “It is an old custom : 
of the Church, and seems appropriate, to 
distinguish the one service from the other, — 
now that we have both at the same season. 
There was a rubric enjoining this introit, in 
the first book of Edward VI. The second 
book omitted this rubric, but the practice 
of singing at this pout is peuela both in | 
England and America.” 

“ How fitting it is that our Lord’s Prayer 
is set at the beginning of this Service,” said 
Uncle Hallam, “both the Prayer and the 
Sacrament being of divine institution. The 
English always use it, though previously 
said at morning prayer.” 

“Tt could not be called ‘vain repetition,’ 
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even if several times used in the cou.ve of 
our morning service” said the bishop, “bat 
it is the habit of most of our clergy, after 
morning prayer, to begin the Communion Of — 
fice with that precious collect which em — 
braces both the Eastern and Western petition 
for purity of body and soul before oe to | 
God’s Altar.” 

“This collect is said to be from St. Che | 
ory’s Sacramentary, is it not?” asked Mis 
Bent. a ee 
“Yes,” replied the bishop, “and it is pe. 
fect in devoutness of expression. ‘There arv = 
few hearts that are not touched by it. It 
comes so appropriately in this place, tog, 
just before we have the reading of the Com- 
mandments, which in our baptism we have 
promised to keep. The ancient people of 
God had to be purified by washing, and by _ 
abstinence from fleshly lusts, before they ee 
were permitted to hear the voice of God in sae 
these laws spoken by Moses; and so we are 
to ask for the cleansing of our hearts by the 
inspiration of God’s Holy Spirit, that we 
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may perfectly love God, and worthily mag. 
nify his holy name through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.” 

“Grandpapa it 1s a very sweet thought 
that God knows all that is in our hearts, and 
that we can not have any secrets from him,” 
said Nannette. 

“To his dear children it is,” replied the 
bishop. “The wicked would gladly hide 
themselves from the All-seeing Eye.” 

“You mean such as commit sin willingl, 
ar wilfully, grandpapa. I think that whe. 
we do wrong without meaning to, it is 4 
real comfort to feel that our Heavenly F:- 
ther sees us through and through, and w: | 
judge us truly.” 3 

“You are right, daughter; a loving dir 
ciple will be like a faithful child, wishing 
never to hide even his faults from a parent. 
I am glad that you have this desire of per- 
fect openness with God.” 

“In rehearsing the Commandments the 
minister is ordered by the rubric to turn 
himself to the people, and to say them dis- 
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tinetly, and the people are to continue Ieneel 
ing,” said Miss Bent. 


The bishop said: “The priest spel now, so 


as from God, he therefore stands and turns 2 
toward the congregation, and gives the Law, 
slowly and deliberately, as its importance — 
demands,—and the people receive it humbly, - 


as becomes those who are constantly offend- a 


ing and in need of pardon. They are to 
listen to each commandment, as to the voice 
of God himself, and are to say after each of 
the nine, ‘Lord, have mercy upon us, and in- 
cline our hearts to keep this Law,’ and after 
the tenth, ‘Lord, have mercy upon us, and 
write all these thy Laws in our hearts, we be-_ 
seech thee. We must never forget that 
this Law of God is what we engage anew 
to keep whenever we come to the Holy Sup- 
per of our dear Lord. It is well, therefore, 
that we hear it again and again. The Com- 
mandments were inserted at the revision of 
King Edward’s Liturgy in 1552. In 1789, 
the General Convention in the United States 
of America added to the Law the Gospel 


OR, THE FEAST OF LIFE. 31 


Summary and the prayer following, as in the 
Scotch Liturgy. The Scotch book allowed 
the use of the Summary instead of the Com- 
mandments; we use it in addition to the 
Decalogue.” 

Nannette remarked: “It says in the ru 
bric, ‘the minister may say, hear also what ° 
our Lord Jesus Christ saith. Thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 
This is the first and great commandment. 
And the second is like unto it; thou shalt 
love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two 
Commandments hang all the Law and the 
Prophets.’ ” se 

“This word from the New Testament is 
to give greater weight, so that no man may 
reject the Commandments as the law of 

Moses, since they have the authority of our 
Lord Christ,” said the bishop. “It is op- 
tional with the clergy to read it or not; 
but it is generally used. You will see that it 
suggests some of the choicest parts of the 


Church Catechism.” 
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“You mean our duty towards God, and 
our duty towards our neighbor,” said Min- 
nie. 

“Yes, a perfect lesson for every son and 
daughter of the Church to learn, the whole 

spirit of the Law and of the Gospel is in 
— those teachings of the Catechism. I would 
that mothers and fathers were more par- 
ticular to impress them upon the hearts and 
minds of their children, so that their lives 
might be really governed by them. They 
are too often set aside for lessons that have 
not this scriptural weight and value.” 

Uncle Hallam said: “The good old-fash- 
ioned way of gathering the little family 
every Lord’s day for the recitation of the 
Catechism, might with great profit be re- 
vived by Christian parents. I well remem- 
ber that at eighteen years of age I was 
expected to join my little brothers and sisters 
in this godly and healthful exercise.” 

‘“T am much afraid that the glorious in- 
stitution of the Sunday-school, which was 
intended originally for such as had no relig- 
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ious teaching at home, has made all classes 
of people neglectful of family instruction,” 
said the bishop. ‘God be praised for the 
gathering together of the little children for 
the Sunday-school hours! but let no parent 
think himself absolved from personal atten- 
‘tion to the souls of those who are entrusted 
to his especial charge.” 

“The Church shows herself a most wise 
parent in keeping God's Commandments so 
constantly before her children,” said Uncle 
Hallam. ‘We are not permitted to excuse 
ourselves for sin, with the plea that we forget 
God’s holy law.” 

«And then,” said Mr. Asher, “we are 
helped to self-examination by thinking over 
each Commandment as it is read to us, and 
by seeing how sadly and how frequently we 
have broken every one.” 

“The prayer that follows is of great com- 
fort,” said the bishop, “for if God does — 
‘youchsafe to direct, sanctify, and govern 
both our hearts and bodies, in the ways of 
his laws, and in the works of his command. - 
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ments, we shall, through his most mighty 
protection, both here and ever, be preserved 
in body and soul; through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. This collect also occurs in the 
Confirmation Service, and in the English 
book among the Post Communion prayers.” _ 
“ How constantly the Church speaks of the 
purity, and sanctity, and preservation of 
body, as well as of soul,” said Miss Bent. 
“She is always pointing to the resurrection 
of this flesh,” said the bishop, ‘‘and she wishes 
her children to grow more and more into the ~ 
image of her dear Lord, who has redeemed — 
both soul and body from everlasting death.” — 
“Since Church and State are connected in 
our Fatherland, it is all-important that devout 
prayers be offered up for the rulers and the 
bishop. The past history of the Church in 
England proves how important to her wel- 
fare it is to have the right sort of temporal 
governors; moreover, it is a part of the teach- — 
ings of our holy mother, that we hold in rev- 
erence, and that we obey the powers that 
bes 


Len 
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“¢T'o love, honor and obey the civil author- 
ity,’” said Nannette, quoting from the Cate- 
chism, “‘and to submit myself to all my 
governors, —‘to order myself lowly and 
reverently to all my betters.’” 

“The English prayer is, that the people 
may ‘faithfully serve, honor, and humbly 
obey the king, in God, and for God, accord- 
ing to God’s blessed word and ordinance,’ ” 
said Miss Bent. “It is always sate to use 
such a petition as that. One could not 
yield the Divine Law for the dictates or com- 
mands of an earthly king.” : 

“We have our prayers for our rulers in 
the morning service and in the Litany,” said 
Nannette. | 

“ And in the petitions for the Church snl 7 
tant,” said the bishop. ‘‘ We shall come to 
that presently, but permit me to speak once- 
more about the solemu Law that is read be- 
fore us every time we partake of the Holy 
Communion. I wish you to understand fully 
how diligent you ought ever to be in apply- 
ing this strict test to your soul. Even the 
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heathen used to call themselves to account 
at the close of every day, for their actions, 
They would not sleep until they had an. 
swered to their own souls as to where they 
had been, and what they had done, The 
Jews used to spend a whole month before 
their feast of Expiation, in examining their 
lives, in view of the great day of final judg- 
ment,—and surely it is a small thing for 


Christians to set apart a solemn time for — 


reflection and repentance before participa- 
ting in the Supper of our Lord.” 

“There is so much in these Command- 
ments to bring to mind our sins,” said Mr. 


Asher. ‘We can so easily have other Gods — 


than our Heavenly Father, if we love, or 
delight in, or trust, others more than we do 
him,—and we can worship images, by having: 
false notions of God, and we can take his 
holy name in vain by speaking of him irrey- 
erently, or taking a false oath, or speaking 
lightly of solemn ordinances,—and we can 
break the Sabbath day, by a careless neglect 
of the public worship, or by spending the 


~ 
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hours in idleness, or in occupations not in 
accordance with holy times.” 

“Yes, indeed,” said the bishop. ‘And we 
may fail in deference and honor to our par- 
ents by omitting little duties, and by im- 
patience of any yoke which they may right- 
fully put upon us; and we may murder our 
neighbor by the secret wish to be rid of him, 
or by leading him into vices that may tend 
to death; and we may pamper the body by 
intemperate eating or drinking. Then there 
are unchaste thoughts that defile the soul, 
and the listening to words that are not seem 
ly. Oh, ‘there are so many ways of break. 
ing God’s Holy Laws.’” 

Uncle Hallam spoke oS the eighth com 
mandment. He said: “Men run into debt 
without hope or purpose of payment, they 
are wasteful of goods entrusted to them, 
they exact more than a legal interest, and 
they take from their neighbor's good name. 
There is need enough that we say, ‘Lord, 
have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts 


99? 


to keep this law. 
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“The heart is so naturally turning to 
evil,” said the bishop, “only God can convert 

it to the right.” 
cook People bear false witness very often at 
the courts, do they not?” asked Nannette. 

“Not only before the magistrate,” said the 
bishop, “but they privately publish evil 
reports and slanders that injure their breth- 
ren, and they permit a person to be tra- 
duced, when by a timely word they might 
establish his innocence; and they flatter — 
the wicked, calling evil good, and good 
evil.” : | 

“Tt seems to me that the last law is the 
easiest to break,” said Nannette. “One — 
wants so much that is his neighbor's.” 

“Not only the wishing for of things that 
God has seen fit to withhold from us, is our 
sin here,” said the bishop, “but we under- 
value the good gifts that he has really be- 
stowed, and we forget to give him thanks 
for our many blessings, while we murmur 
at his wise providence.” . 

“How dreadful it all seems, grandpapa, 


OR, THE FEAST OF. LIFE. 8y 


how is it possible for any body to keep God's 
laws?” 

“Tf we try with all our heart, and yet 
fail of a perfect obedience, as we surely must, 
God is pleased to impute to us the righteous- 
ness of his dear Son,” said the bishop. 

“Tt is so precious to take refuge in this 
Saviour,” said Mr. Asher. ‘By grace we are 
saved, through faith, and that not of our- 
selves,—it is the gift of God.” 

“Our petition for mercy is an earnest of 
God’s dear love,” said the bishop. * Under 
the old dispensation, the law was given amid 
dreadful thundering. Now, we behold the- 
Lamb of God, and we plead his sacrifice for 
sin, and so dare to ask for mercy. The law 
is but our schoolmaster, to bring us to Christ, 
and in this blessed Saviour we find hope, 
and pardon, and peace. So soon as our 
hearts are by God’s grace inclined towards — 
holiness, what a pleasant path it is for us— 
to walk in! How many beautiful blossoms © 
and fruits we gather as we go on, in the 
light! How sweet is our communion with 
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that Friend of Sinners, who gave his life ta 
redeem us from the curse of the law ! What | 
a glorious foretaste we have of the happy 
world that is to come, and what bright — 
anticipations of a bliss that is eternal, in — = 
the presence of our dear Lord, and his holy | 
angels, and the beloved saints who have 


gone before and await us now in Paradise! - - 
Oh, it is worth all the struggles that we a. 
have to make, if finally, through the strength 
of Jesus, we overcome sin, and enter in 
through the gate to the Eterna) City.” 


eee ome 
*. 


CHAPTER IL. 


“M\HE Collect for the day comes next,” said 

Nannette. ‘It is so pleasant to follow 
out the Christian Year! Every child may 
know what the day is, whether he goes to 
church or not, and so may read the same 
holy lessons at home, that the people are 
hearing in the consecrated place.” 

“It is a decided help ta those who for any 
cause are deprived of the services in the — 
temple of the Lord,” said the bishop. “The 
beautiful agreement of every portion of the 
offices set forth in the Prayer Book, must 1m- 
press the mind, when one faithfully observes 
the order. It is an exercise which [| desire. 
that all my people may avail themselves of, 
when they can not enter the Lord’s house.” 

“Tame Milly reads the Morning and Even- 
ing Service every day, upon her bed,” said 


\ 
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Miss Bent. “It is wonderful what progress 
in the divine life that little cripple has made, 
since she has been confined to her poor 
room! I feel ashamed of my slow advance, 
when I have so many more privileges than 
she seems to possess.” 

‘‘Contrition is one step forward, my child,” 
said the bishop. ‘To see and lament a de- 
linquency, should be the spur to repair and 
improve. We all have much to learn from 
dear little Milly, whose couch of pain is 
made to her a path of light, by the right 
use of her affliction.” 

“ After the Collect the minister shall read 
the Epistle, saying ‘The epistle is written in 
(such a chapter,) beginning at (such a verse, 
whatever it may be)” said Nannette, “or, 
‘The portion of scripture appointed for the 
Epistle—. It generally is from one of the 
Epistles of the New Testament, I have no- 
ticed; only a few times from the Old Testa- 
ment, or from the Acts of the Apostles, or 
Revelation. When the Epistle is ended the 
minister shall say, ‘Here endeth the Epistle.’” 
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“It is then the duty of the clergyman to 
say, ‘The holy Gospel is written, &c.,’” said 
Minnie; ‘and the people rise at the moment 
of the announcement, and say, ‘Glory be to 
thee, O Lord.’” 

“This ascription of praise is borrowed from 
ancient Liturgies,” said the bishop. “The 
people rise at the words of the Master. To 
the Son of God we pay reverence above all 
other messengers. The Epistles are from his 
servants, and we sit to hear them.” 

“All scripture is given by inspiration of 
God, is it not, grandpapa?” 

“Yes, daughter: you will not mistake me 
when I say that in this order of the Church 
we make a distinction between the words 
of the Epistle, and those of the Gospel. 
We all know that both are binding upon — 
the hearts and lives of men; but at this 

sacred Feast, in remembrance of the dying 
love of our Lord Jesus, it seems but fitting 
that we show in every possible way, honor 
above all to the blessed Saviour.” : : 

Mr, Asher said: “This reading of ‘por- 
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tions from the Epistles and Gospels is 4 
primitive custom in the Communion Service; 
and they were put in this place before the 
Offertory, that the catechumens might hear 
them, as these catechumens were dismissed 
before the consecration of the elements in 
the Lord’s Supper.” 

“The catechumens used to be people who 
were born of heathen parents, and were not 
yet baptized, I think, grandpapa.” 

“Yes, my child, and they were not per- 
mitted to stay during the Communion Ser. 
vice. = 

“There is a rubric at the end of our Con- 
firmation Office, that says, ‘None shall be 
admitted to the Holy Communion, until such 
time as he be confirmed, or be ready and 
desirous to be confirmed,’” said Minnie. 

“If we are not willing and ready to 
obey the commands of our blessed Lord, we 
have no right to the great privileges of his 
Church,” said the bishop. “If we are will- 
ing and ready, we shall seize upon the first 
cpportunity;—and as there may not be a 
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visitation of the bishop for some time after 
we have made up our minds to assume in 
our own name the baptismal vows, we are 
not deprived of the holy Sacrament of the 
Lord’s Supper, but are allowed ‘the strength- 
ening and refreshing our souls,’ even before 
the Apostolic hands are laid upon us.” 

“The catechumens, as unbaptized, of course 
could not be present at the table of our Lord, 
any more than a Jew, unpurified, could eat 
of the Passover.” | 

“How perfectly we see the ancient types 
in the new dispensation,” said Miss Bent. 
“I take great satisfaction in comparing them, 
and a real joy in the exceeding glory of this 
latter house.” | ; | 

« Any one who chooses, can remain as a 
witness, nowadays, srandpapa.” 

“Yes, my child, even the unbaptized ad 
it may lead him to desire to be classed with 


the people of God.” 

Mr. Asher spoke of the reading of the 
Epistles as the harbingers of the Gospels. 7 
He said: “They are full of precepts as to 
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the Christian life, but the Gospels present 
to us Christ Jesus as our perfect example 
and pattern.” 

Mrs. Sands said: “I have observed that 
in some of our churches they have the as- 
cription ‘Thanks be to thee, O Lord,’ after 
the Gospel.” 7 

‘‘We have no rubric for this in our Com- 
munion Office,” said the bishop. ‘The prac- 
tice is an ancient one, and is very appropri- 
ate; but it is better to keep very close to the 
Prayer Book, lest while some take the liberty 
to introduce good things, others bring in 
what may -be objectionable. It is made a 
solemn obligation for all the clergy of the 
Church to adhere to her doctrines, and can- — 
ons, and discipline; and if any man desire 
to break away from these, there is room tor 
him elsewhere. So long as he is a child of 
the Church, let him be an obedient, and 
loving, and faithful one, even-in what he 
may think little matters.” 

“The next rubric is for the Apostles’ or 
Nicene Creed, unless one has been read in 
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the morning service,” said Nannette. “It 
comes after Holy Scripture here, as in the 
Morning Prayer after the Lessons.” 

«The English book has only the Nicene 
Creed, in the Communion Office,” said Mrs. 


Sands. 
“We can use this if it is preferred,” said 


the bishop. 

Miss Bent asked if there were not a little 
controversy lately about the Nicene Creed, 
and the bishop said: 

“There has been; but it seems to me with- 
out necessity. The Apostles’ Creed was ex- 
plained, in some of its articles, at Niceae, to 
refute the Arian heresy. This Nicene Creed 
was still farther explained at a subsequent 
council at Constantinople, about eighty years 
after, when other heresies would have crept 
nto the Church; and it appears to me that 
as an exposition of the Apostles’ Creed, and 
a stay to proposed errors, it should meet no 
criticism. One branch of the Church Catholic 


rejects a certain clause, as I told you in my 


remarks upon the morning service, I think ~ 


aren” 
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“The Filiogue—‘And the Son.’ I remem. 
ber,” said Nannette. | 

“Yes,” said the bishop; “this was added 
at a later date than the Constantinopolitan 
council, and caused a schism between the 
Latin and Greek Churches.” 

Mr. Asher spoke of the command, by the 
council of Toledo, about 600 years after 
Christ, “ That every communicant should, after 
the manner of the Eastern Church, repeat this 
Creed with an audible voice, that so they may 
both show what faith they profess, and that by 
right believing, their hearts may be purified and 
prepared for this holy Sacrament.” 

The bishop said: “I have translated lit- 
erally for you, the exposition of the Apostles’ 
Creed, which was made at the council of 
Nice, in the year of our Lord 325, yet is al- 
most a repetition of a Creed known to have 
been used in Cesurea, in Palestine, as early 
as the year of our Lord 250. 

“It reads thus: ‘We believe in one God, 
the Father Almighty, Maker of all things 
visible and invisible: 
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«¢And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son 
of God, Begotten of the Father, only Begot- 
ten, that is, of the substance of the Father; 
God of God, Light of Light, very God of 
very God, Begotten, not made, Being of one 
substance with the Father, By whom all 
things were made, both those in heaven and 
those in earth; Who, for us men, and for ou1 
salvation, came down, And was incarnate, 
And was made man; Suffered and rose again 
the third day, ascended into heaven, and 
cometh again to judge the quick and the 
dead: 

“*And in the Holy Ghost.’ 

“But those that say that there was a time 
when he was not, and that before he wag 
begotten he was not; and that he was made 
out of things which are not; or who say that 
he is of another substance, or that the Son 
of God is changeable, or can be another 
—these the Catholic and See Church 
anathematizes, 

“This Creed was afterward enlarged, at 
subsequent councils, as heresies threatened; 
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and the whole Western Church holds it as our 
English version has it in the Prayer Book. 
The latter part was in the ancient Creeds, 
but was omitted by the Nicene fathers, ag 
they did not design to publish a complete 
Creed, but were only concerned with the 
truths respecting the divinity of our Saviour.” 

“It seems to me that as an exposition of 
the Apostles’ Creed, and a refutation of the 
errors that arose from time to time, the ver- 
sion which we have is perfect,” said Mr. 
Asher. : 

The bishop replied: “A comparison with 
the Constantinopolitan, as well as with the 
original Nicene, must prove this to every 
impartial mind. The Church has guarded 
faithfully all her avenues, from the approach 
of error. Let us thank God for it. 

“The Nicene Creed is used in the Com- 
munion Service, to show that we not only 
hold the general Creed, but that we are 
also free from every heresy; and surely you 
must all see, my dear children that we can 
not be worthy partakers of the Holy Supper 
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unless we have a sincere belief in the maj- 
esty of the gracious Father against whom 
we have sinned,—in the divinity and incar- 
nation, passion and resurrection of the Son, 
by whom we ask pardon,—and in the divine 
nature and sanctifying efficacy of the Holy 
Ghost, whereby we hope to be enabled to 
keep our covenant.” 7 

“You quote so often from our sal Dean 
Comber,” said Miss Bent. 

“There is great devoutness in his reflec- 
tions,” replied the bishop. “It is satisfying 
for me to know and to repeat his words.” 

Miss Bent asked if the Baptismal cov. 
enant, a belief in “the Father, and the Son 
and the Holy Ghost,” were not in itself a 
sufficient Creed, if the nature and attributes 
of the blessed Trinity had not been by ee 
misconceived and misinterpreted. | 

“Yes,” replied the bishop, “it is because 
of the perversions of men, that the Church 
has given us these sound words concernmg 
the primary truths of our religion. | 

“The rubric after the Creed is, that ‘The 


5g COUSIN MINNTH; 


minister shall declare unto the people what 
holy days or fasting days are in the week 
following to be observed; and if occasion 
be, shall notice be given of the Communion, 
and of the bans of matrimony, and other mat- 
ters to be published. Then shall follow the 
sermon, after which the minister, when there 
is a Communion, shall return to the Lord's 
Table and begin the Offertory, saying one 
or more of these sentences following, as he 
thinketh most convenient.’ ” 

“The English book speaks of the homilies 
set forth, or hereafter to be set forth by 
authority,” said Mrs. Sands. 

The bishop said: “At the time of the 
Reformation in England, the clergy were 
very illiterate, and some of them were sus- 
pected to favor the Church of Rome. It was 
for these two reasons that two books of ser- 
mons were prepared as ‘necessary for those 
times.’ One book was supposed to have 
been prepared by Archbishop Cranmer, and 
was set forth in the time of Edward the VI. 
The second hook was published in Queen 
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Elizabeth’s reign, and is thought to be the 
work of Bishop Jewel. Our American re- 
visors left out the rubric concerning the hom- 
ilies, because they were especially adapted 
to the motherland. Even there they have 
fallen greatly into disuse, since the better 
intellectual culture of the clergy, and their 
soundness in the primitive faith. We retain 
the thirty-fifth article on homilies, but with 
an explanation which dispenses with the 
reading’ of them in the churches.” 

Mr. Asher said: ‘The deacons of our time 
are not permitted to preach their own ser- 
mons, unless licensed by the bishop. The © 
priests have full authority given at their 
ordination. They are supposed to be well 
established in doctrine.” 

“The bans of matrimony are not often 
published now,” said Nannette. 

“The laws of the state usually govern — 
such matters,” said her grandfather. ‘“ Every 
minister is left to the direction of those laws, 
in every thing that regards the civil contract 


between the parties.” 


Cyt. 
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“What does ban mean?” asked Minnie. 

“Tt comes from a vitiated Latin word, ban. 
num, or bandum, or from bannire, which sig- 
nifies to issue such an edict or proclamation,” 

said the bishop. “It is said to have come 
into use about the seventh or eee cen- 
tury.” 

«Marriage being a divine institution, ought 
‘always to be religiously celebrated, ought it 
not?” said Miss Bent. = 

“Christians would be satisfied with noth- 
ing short of this,” replied the bishop. “Our 
beautiful marriage office shows the Church's 
idea of the deep solemnity of this rite; and 
the English book is still more particular to 
tell the duties of husband and wife, as set 
forth in the Sacred Epistles, and to advise 
a participation in the Holy Eucharist, either 
at the time of marriage, or at the first oppor 
tunity after.” 

“I wish this rubric had been retained 
in our American revision,” said Mr, Asher. 
“There seems to me nothing more fitting 
than that parties who enter upon so sol 
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--emn and important a life, should receive this 
strength from on high.” 

The bishop said: “I heartily agree with 
you that this is a great privilege to Christian 
souls; but I think much of the wisdom. of 
our revisers, who no doubt weighed well 
the question before omitting this rubric. We 
must recollect that many vain and giddy 
people enter into the holy estate of matri- 
mony, and that such are not prepared to 
obey such a rule; therefore it was better to 
leave it optional with the parties concerned. 
If any such desire this sacred seal to their 
nuptial vows, they can _ be gratified. The 
rubric in the English book is, however, but 
a permission rather than a law: ‘It is con- 
venient, or proper, that the new-married per- 
sons should receive the Holy Communion 
at the time of their marriage.’ ” 3 

TI shall receive it,” said Nannette. — 

Her grandfather smiled. He wished to 


put that event of matrimony very far off, for 


her, 
Miss Bent referred to the announcement 
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of the holy days: “Was not this partly to 
prevent the keeping of the many festivals 
that Rome had brought into the Church?” 
she asked. 

“Yes, partly,” replied the bishop. “In the 
early days of the Reformation, the bishops 
were very careful to ask, in their visitations, 
whether any of their curates had bid other 
days than those appointed by the new cal- 
endar.” 

“Rome has a saint for almost every day 
in the year,” said Mrs. Sands. “It takes 
from the solemnity to have ‘so many.” 

“The reformed branch of the Church Cath- 
olic has kept to our Lord Jesus and his Apos- 
tles,” said the bishop. | 

“And the Blessed Virgin,” said Nannette. 

“Only as the mother of our dear Lord 
and Saviour; not with Rome’s specific ado- 
ration,” replied the bishop. 

Mrs. Sands said: “The English book has 
more in this rubric concerning the announce- 
ments: ‘Briefs and citations, and excommu- 
nications, shall be read, and nothing shal) 
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be proclaimed or published in the Church 
during the time of divine service, but by 
the minister, nor by him any thing but what 
is prescribed in the rules of this book, or 
enjoined by the king, or by the ordinary of 


999 


the place. 
‘This shuts out all unseemly announce- 


ments,” said the bishop. : 

“Such as fairs, and calls to places of world- 
ly entertainment, and notices that may be 
handed in by individuals who do not have 
a right conception of the Church, and her 
office to men,” said Uncle Hallam. ‘These 
would profane the consecrated place, and 
bring it to a level with a common hall.” 

Miss Bent asked, if one reason for notify- 
ing the feasts and fasts were not because 
there had grown such laxity in the observ- 
ance of them? 

The bishop said: ‘Yes, the one extreme 
of superstition has run into the other of care- 
less neglect; and the duty of the clergy is 
so to keep the obligations of the Church be- 
fore the congregation, that they can not be 
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forgetful of them. The precious round of 
blessed services thus comes to be as familiar 
and sweet as the birthdays and the solemn 
memorials of our own dear households.” 

Uncle Hallam spoke of the ‘“Offertory,” 
coming in the Communion Service just after 
the profession of our faith. ‘We are ex- 
pected to show that faith by our works, 
now, he said. 

“The Communion alms are devoted to the 
poor; are they not?” asked Minnie. 

“This is common in our day, unless other- 
wise specified by the donors,” replied the 
bishop; “but the rubric after the sentence 
is, that ‘whilst these sentences are in read- 
ing, the deacons, churchwardens, or other 
fit persons appointed for that purpose, shall 
receive the alms for the poor, and other de- 
votions of the people, in a decent basin, to 
be provided by the parish for that purpose, 
and reverently bring it to the priest, who 
shall humbly present and place it upon the 
holy table. | | 

“And the priest shall place upon the 
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table so much bread and wine as he shall 
think sufficient; after which done, he shall 
say, Let us pray for the whole state of 
Christ's Church militant.’” 

«The rubric implies other gifts, then,” said 
Miss Bent. 

“In the primitive times, when this Holy 
Communion was more frequent,” said the 
bishop, “very costly offerings were present- 
ed, such as deeds and donations of lands and 
revenues, and many things to testify the peo- 
ple’s love to our Lord J esus: they brought 
bread and wine and corn, and some of them 
‘all the things that they possessed.’ Some 
of the offerings were for the relief of the 
poor, and some for the maintenance of the 
Bishop and Clergy, and the Church.” 

«Jt must have been pleasant to the min- 
isters of God to feel that all their living 


came from the altar at which they served,” 
said Miss Bent. ? | 

“Would that the primitive usage in this 
respect might be restored,” said the bishop. 
“Then would clergy and people feel more 
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truly the Providence that feeds and blesses 
and strengthens. In ancient times, it wag 
considered a great pumishment to be denied 
the privilege of giving alms at the holy 
table. Only persons of an infamous life were 
rejected with their offerings,” 

“The scriptural sentences are to stir ug 
up to giving, I suppose,” said Nannette. 

“Yes,” replied the bishop. “God’s word 
must surely constrain us to our full duty.” 

“Grandpapa,” said Nannette, “ought any 
thing else, a hymn or anthem, to take the 
place of the Scripture sentences, when the 
offerings are being collected?” 

“T think the Church has wisely ordered, 
and should be implicitly obeyed,” said the 
bishop. ‘Some of the old liturgies had an 
anthem after the Gospel. This was sung 
while the people made their oblations at the 
altar; but if it had been better in the esti- 
mation of our revisers, it would have been 
placed in our book instead of these sen- 
tences. I am content with the present ar- 
rangement.” 
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Minnie asked if people ought not to get 
apart strictly a certain portion of their pos- 
sessions every week, for Christian purposes, 
is they did in the early ages. 

“Jt ig an apostolic injunction,” said the 
bishop. ‘If we were governed by this rule, 

the treasury of the Lord would be always 
full, and our own coffers less generally empty, 
_for ‘whoso honoreth me, him will I also 
honor,’ saith the Lord of hosts, and ‘he that 
soweth plenteously, shall reap plenteously.’” 

Nannette asked about the “love-feast” that 
in primitive times preceded or followed the 
Holy Communion. 

The bishop said: “I will give you Tertul- 
lian’s description. He says: ‘The nature of 
our “Cena” may be gathered from its name, 
which is the Greek term for love; however 
much it may cost us, it is real gain to incur 
such expense in the cause of piety, for we aid 
the poor by this refreshment; we do not sit 
down to it till we have first tasted of prayer 
to God; we eat to satisfy our hunger; we 
drink no more than befits the temperate; we 
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feast as those who recollect that they are to 
spend the night in devotion; we converge 
as those who know that the Lord is an 
ear-witness. 

“«After water for washing hands, and 
lights have been brought in, every one is 
required to sing something to the praise of 
God, either from the Scriptures, or from his 
own thoughts: by this means, if any one hag 
indulged to excess, he is detected. The feast 
is closed with prayer.’ Contributions or ob- 
lations, of provisions or money, were made 
on these occasions, and the surplus, after 
the feast, was applied to the relief of or- 
phans and widows, and the destitute and 
sick,” 

Uncle Hallam read St. Chrysostom’s ac- 
count: “The first Christians had all things - 
in common, as we read in the Acts of the 
Apostles; but when that equality of posses- 
sion ceased, as it did even in the Apostles’ 
time, the ‘ Agape, or love-feast, was insti- 
tuted in the room of it. Upon certain days, 
after partaking of the Lord’s Supper, they 
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met at a common feast, the rich bringing 
provisions, and the poor, who had nothing, 


being invited.” 
The bishop remarked: “These feasts ran 


into excess, and were the occasion for scan- 
dal, and so were condemned and given up. 
You will find allusions to their perversions 
from the original use, in St. Paul’s Epistle 
to the Corinthians, the eleventh chapter, 
where he speaks of the ‘spots in their feasts 
of charity,’ and of ‘every one taking before 
others his own supper, and one is hungry, 
and the other drunken.’ The rich no longer 
waited for the poor, and the Sacrament of 
the Lord’s Supper was profaned by the glut- 
tony that followed; so that many among 
the recipients were weak and sickly, and_ 
asleep, not discerning the Lord's body.” 

Mrs. Sands recalled the bishop to the Offer- 
tory sentences. “They are not all taken 
from the Canonical books,” she said. 

The bishop replied: “Two are from the 
Apocryphal book of Tobit. He was a gen- 
erous instance of alms-giving. You remem- © 
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ber, the Church permits us to read portions 
of the Apocrypha, for example of life, and 
instruction of manners.” : 

Mr. Asher said: “The Jews always joined 
alms-giving with their prayers and daily sac. 
rifices, and we are commanded in Holy Scrip. 
ture to bring our gifts to the Christian altar. 
It is said that prayer was by our Saviour 
inclosed between alms and fasting, and there- 
fore they are so called its two wings, without 
which it will scarce fly so high as the throne 
of God.” 

“ My dear old author again,” said the bish- 
op. “Iam glad some one else loves him as 
well as I do.” | 

Uncle Hallam said: “If you will permit 
me, I wil] glance over what he remarks 
about the sentences. which the Church has 
‘provided in order to stimulate us to our 
duty, and I will only touch upon such things 
as I feel will be of profit to us practically. 
I do not think we should pass over these 
selections from Holy Writ, without showing 
to these children how wisely they are chosen, 
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and how our minds should dwell upon the 
lessons conveyed in them, while the offer- 
ings are being collected. I believe people 
would give with a freer haud, and a more 
appreciative, sober spirit, if they realized 
the fulness of these exhortations. 

“<The light shining before men, that they 
may glorify God.’ We must make our in- 

_ creased faith visible to the unrighteous by 
our works, that the ungodly may be attracted 
to know and love the Heavenly Father, and — 
that they may be influenced by our example. 

“The ‘laying up our treasure above,’ in 
the safe place where God will hold it for us, 
and give us the true interest. 

“The ‘Golden Rule,’ or ‘doing to others — 
whatsoever we would have them do to. us,’ 
if we were sick, or poor, or naked. 

“The calling upon the name of the Lord, 
and not doing his will: many prayers, and — 
no true charity which brings in alms-giving 
as a proof of love. 

“Then comes the example of Zaccheus, 


the publican who entertained our Lord Jesus 
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at his house, and in his presence gave half — 
of his goods to the poor, and promised to 
make fourfold restitution to all whom has 
might have wronged. e 


The bishop said: “We Chichen peels 


may well hang our heads before this noble- a 


hearted publican. We are willing to let our- 


selves off with just what the law requires, 
and to do no more. He went far beyond | 
this demand, and showed the influence of 
the Saviour’s words upon his heart.” 
Uncle Hallam continued to look over the 
sentences. : 
“The next care of the Church, » he said, 


“is to show us who are the objects: of our 


charity, or love,—the ministers, in the first : 
five selections, and then the Christian poor. 
The clergy used to be chiefly maintained 
out of oblations, made at the time of the 
Holy Eucharist; and both law and gospel 
show how liberally the people ought to pro- 
vide for those who minister to them in holy 
things. Even now some of the clergy have 
their support only from. the free gifts of the. 
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congregation; but when otherwise cared for, 
bare dues ought not by the people to be 
considered sufficient. A /ree gi/t, especially 
at Easter, should be made to these husband- 
men and soldiers and shepherds, who give 
their lives and labor and care for our good.” 

The bishop said: “I wish to call your 
attention especially to the sentence from 
Corinthians. These people had been Jewish 
proselytes, and had now become Christians, 
and therefore St. Paul gives them the exam: 
ple of the provision made for the priests un- . 
der the law, and then the gospel precept that 
‘they who preach the poseel should live of 
the gospel.’” 

“The priests had free cities and lands, and 
all the tithes, did they not, grandpapa ?” 

“Yes, and a large share of the offerings 
upon the altar, the benefit of all consecrated _ 
things; and the Levites, who served the 
priests, were nobly fed, and lived plentifully © 
upon the best parts of the sacrifice.” 

“We must be cheerful givers,” said Miss 
Bent. 
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“Yes,” replied the bishop, “God loves only 
such. The disposition of the heart makes 
the value of the offering, in his sight; and 
it seems strange that any can give grudg- 
ingly of that which he receives so freely 
from the gracious Creator.” 

Uncle Hallam remarked: 

“It is a wonder to me that the laity do 
not think more seriously of this next injunc- 
tion: ‘Let him that is taught in the word 
minister unto him that teacheth in all good 
things. Be not deceived, God is not mock- 
ed; for whatsoever a man soweth that shall 
he also-reap.’ Our pitiful gifts of worldly 
things are such small return for the gospel 
of salvation, which these ambassadors of God 
present to us, we ought to be ashamed of 
ourselves when we make small or backward 
provision for a clergyman’s earthly support. 
And we must know, if we reflect upon this 
Scripture, that however we may hope for a 
future life of joy and glory in God’s abun- 
dant kingdom, we do but deceive ourselves, 
if we are neglecting the solemn duty of dis- 
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pensing toward the comfort and ease of our 
spiritual advisers. If we are to reap here- 
after according to that which we sow here, 
in this respect, some of us will have but 
slight reward, if any. 

“T speak with all earnestness, for I have 
observed in many congregations too little 
thought on the subject. We need teaching 
and stirring up on this point; and if the 
clergy would always keep to these scriptural 
sentences, instead of permitting the choir 
to substitute something else, I believe we 
should be more faithful in our offerings.” 

Miss Bent said: ‘‘I have noticed one thing 
in some of our churches, and that is the 
loud playing of the organ during the read- 
ing of these sentences.” 3 

“That is all wrong,” said the bishop. 
“When God speaks all other voices should 
be hushed. During the intervals of read- 
ing, solemn music is fitting.” 

Mr. Asher spoke of the warning to “do 
good to all men while we have time, and 
‘ especially unto them that are of the house- 
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hold of faith.” He said: “Many object to 
bestowing upon the unworthy; but our Lord 
teaches us that all who have need are true 
objects of our charity.” 

“But we are to provide more largely for 
our brethren who are nourished at the same 
table with us,” said the bishop. ‘There 
should be no real suffering for lack of earthly 
good, among the children of our Father. If | 
we had for each other that true love which 
is born of God, we should never pass by a 
brother’s need. The Church’s treasury for 
the Christian poor ought always to be full; 
and when we consider that we have but 
little time in which to do good, it should 
incite us to more zeal, lest we be eS 
cut off from all opportunity.” 

“Gold is not the best riches, Sani. 
said Nannette. 

“What is the best, my daughter?” 

‘Godliness, with contentment,” said the 
child. 

“The Church’s wisdom is shown in thia 
and what follows,” said the bishop. ‘She 
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gives us God's word to the effect that what- 
ever estimate we may put upon our worldly 
wealth, the Christian should know a higher 
good. The gold and the silver he should 
give liberally, feeling that there is better 
store for him laid up above, and knowing 
that he can carry nothing of this earthly 
wealth away with him when he dies. It is 
only as he makes friends of it by minister 
ing to the necessities of God's poor, that he 


will hereafter find the blessedness of haying _ == 


had it to bestow.” : : 
“We can not purchase eternal life by alms- 
giving and good deeds, can we, grandpapa? 
“Nothing but the merits and death of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ can pro- 
cure our salvation and eternal blessedness, — 


my child; and yet ‘God is well pleased with E 
uch sacrifices as our distributing and doing === 


good, and he will not forget any works and _ 
labor that proceedeth of love.’ ‘The sort of - 
love that ministers to his saints, he accepts 
as if the ministery were to himself in per- 
son. We can not hare any love toward God 
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dwelling in us, if we see our brother have 
need, and yet shut up our bowels of com- 


passion from him.” 
Nannette read the words from Tobit. She 


said: “That first passage always comes into 
my mind when I meet a beggar in the 
street, and I feel condemned if I do not _ 
stop and give something.” 

“We can always give sympathy and good 
words, even where it would be injudicious 
to bestow money,” said the bishop. “The 
turning away one’s face from the poor, 18 
the showing carelessness or indifference to 
his necessities. The children of God should 
be always gentle and tender toward all who 
ask an alms. ‘God bless you!’ has been 
often worth more to a beggar than a piece 
of gold, without heart; but we must take 
care that we are not content with the pity 
and sympathy alone, when we have a sub- 
stantial relief to give, and know it to be 
needed.” 

“God only ‘requires of us to be merciful 
after our power,” said Uncle Hallam. 
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‘But he will hold us to that,” said the 
bishop. ‘“‘If thou hast much, give plente- 
ously; if thou hast little, do thy diligence 
gladly to give of that little.’ 

“The love of God and the prayers of the 
rrateful poor are a reward indeed; and even 
though the money expended comes not back 
to us here, we must remember that we have 
lent it unto God, who will give us an hun- 
dred-fold interest both on earth and in heaven, 
by a sweet peace and joy in this life, and 
endless glory with himself in the lite to come. 
God promises a blessing for such as provide 
for the poor and needy. He will deliver 
such in time of trouble.” , 

‘‘How precious the Offertory sentences 
are,” said Miss Bent. ‘And when we have 
given our alms with all sincerity, according 
as God has blessed us, it seems so very fit- 
ting that they are reverently brought to the 
priest and placed upon the altar, or holy ta- 
ble, and that the beautiful prayer is used for 
the whole state of Christ's Church militant.” 

Mr. Asher said: ‘I like the ancient custom 


74 COUSIN MINNIE; 


of coming up to the rails of the altar and 
there presenting the offerings to the priests.” 

“The present way is in effect the same 
thing,” said the bishop, “since the ward- 
ens, or those who collect the alms, bring 
them in the people’s name to the priest, who 
humbly presents the alms upon the altar. It 
is right that the congregation rise at this 
moment, since no one would sit when mak- 
ing an offering even to an earthly king.” 

“The bread and wine are to be placed 
upon the table, before we say the prayer 
for the Church militant,” said Minnie. 

“This was the primitive way,” replied the 
bishop. ‘You will remember that bread and 
wine were among the offerings brought to 
God’s Church: of these elements given by 
the people, the priest took sufficient for the 
holy feast. So now, there are put bread and 
wine upon a side table near the altar; and 
from this provision the priest takes what he 
considers enough for such as shall commu- 
nicate, and himself sets it upon the altar.” | 

“When we pray for Christ's Church mil- 
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ttanté—we mean the Christians upon earth 
who are fighting against sin, do we not?” 
asked Nannette. 

“Yes, daughter. We come before God 
with alms and oblations for the poor and 
needy, and for the cause of his Church. But 
there are many whom we can only reach by 
our prayers; therefore we add these that Al- 
mighty God may bestow his rich blessing, 
that he may inspire the Universal Church 
with the spirit of truth, unity, and concord, 
and we ask that all who confess his holy — 
name may agree in the truth of his holy 
word and live in unity and godly love.” 

“This is so necessary a petition since the 
Christian world represents such a spectacle 
of disunion!” said Mr. Asher. “There is 
such variety of sentiment with regard to the 
truths of God’s word! So Hee unity, or 
godly love!” 

__ The bishop said: ‘“* We beseech our Hav 
| enly Father, so to direct and dispose the 
hearts of all Christian rulers, that they may 
truly and impartially administer justice, to 
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the punishment of wickedness and vice, and 
to the maintenance of his true religion and 
virtue.’ I have said to you how very impor. 
tant to our holy religion it is to have right. 
eous rulers, and how the prosperity of the 
Church has been impeded by wicked magis- 
trates. =e 
“Next we pray for the clergy, ‘that they — 
may both by their life and doctrine set forth — 
thy true and lively word, and rightly and — 
duly administer thy holy sacraments.’” ae 
“What do we mean by ‘lively word’ ?” 
asked Minnie. : | 
“The word that is quick and powerful to 
bring eternal life to the dead souls that will 
be influenced by it,” said the bishop. “We — 
wish the ambassadors of God so to preach — 
and so to live, that the people may see in 
them the great power of the gospel of the 
Son of God. eee 
“‘Rightly and duly to administer God's 
holy sacraments,’ means, according to the 
Divine institution and as the necessities of 


the Church require.” 
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“Tt must help the clergy greatly, to have 
this prayer for grace going up from their peo- 
ple just before the celebration of the Holy 
Mysteries,” said Miss Bent. 

“It is indeed a precious comfort and aid,’ 
said the bishop. ‘ We feel so deeply our un- 
worthiness to represent to the congregation, 
our Great High Priest in the dispensing of 
the sacraments, that we have need of the 
earnest supplications of the Church that God 
would bless and strengthen us by his ae 
Spirit.” 

“The prayer continues for all of God’s peo- 
ple,” said Nannette, ‘and especially for this 
congregation here present, that with meek 
heart and due reverence, they may hear and 
receive thy holy word, truly serving thee in 
holiness and righteousness all the days of 


299 


their lives. 
“We are to come right home to our own 


hearts and lives,” said the bishop. “We 
must have the heavenly grace, before we 
can, without sin and hurt, partake of the 
Holy Supper. Let us use this petition, then, 
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with great fervor; and after we have asked 
God’s help for our sin-sick souls, we can the 
better pray for ‘comfort and succor for al] 
who in this transitory life are in need, sick. i 
ness, or any other adversity.’” ee 
“That word ‘transitory’ is a comfort in 
itself,” said Miss Bent. “This life will ‘80 0 
quickly pass away, at longest. eee 
“And then come sweet thoughts of our = 
departed, and thanksgiving for the faith and 
fear that have enabled them to go hence in 
peace, and we ask for grace that we may fol- 
low their good examples, and with them be 
partakers of God’s heavenly kingdom.” 
Uncle Hallam said: “I can not see how this 
petition can possibly be, by any, pees to 
sanction prayers for the dead.” Seen 
“The Church positively rejects that Rae ee 
ish doctrine,” said the bishop. “It has no — 
ground in Holy Scripture. The Christian — 
departed are in ‘rest and felicity.’ We may 
repeat their names to ourselves as watch- 
words to incite us to as faithful combat, and 
as sure reward. We may rejoice in their 


OR, THE FEAST OF LIFE. (A 


release from the ills of this mortal flesh, and 
beseech our Heavenly Father to give us like 
freedom in his own good time, and to bring 
us with them to our perfect consummation 
and bliss, both in body and soul, in his glori- 
ous and everlasting kingdom. 

“Holy Job celebrated the funeral of his 
children with hearty praise, saying ‘ Blessed be 
the name of the Lord’; and the earliest Chris- 
tians followed this pattern, *giving thanks 
for the righteous dead. As St. Chrysostom 
says, ‘they praised God and gave him thanks 
for crowning the deceased and putting an — 

end to his labors, for delivering him from 
fear, and. taking him to himself.’ oe 

“There is no thought of Purgatory in the — 
earliest times. The commemoration | of ex- 
ample and virtues was and 18 sanctioned by 
the Church. : ——— 

“Gradually the sweet and profitable re- 
membrance of the faithful departed was : 

changed by some to a belief that their con- 
dition in the eternal world might be influ: 
enced by our petitions. So St. Cyril of | 
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Jerusalem and others thought; and out of 
such gradual perversions arose the monstrous 
Romish heresy which the Greek branch of 
the Church Catholic, as well as our own, re- 
fuses to accept. The Prayer Book compilers 
cast out the prayers for the dead, which the 
Roman missal has in its Communion Office. 
“Tt is right that we give thanks for our 
dear ones gone to Jesus. Who does not 
_ lft up grateful heart and voice in this way? 
No more fear, no more danger, no more 
temptation, no more sorrow for them. We 
still struggle on in weakness, and sin, and 
suffering. It is blessed to look up with hope, 
to their estate of present joy, and to that 
endless future when we and they, with our 
redeemed souls and bodies ransomed and 
glorified, shall be forever together with God. 
I will praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost — 
for these happy souls gone before, and will 
ask, in the words of the Burial Service 
in the English book, ‘Shortly accomplish 
the number of thine elect, and hasten thy 
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kingdom. 
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“You mean the time when all the children 
of God will be in Heaven, grandpapa?” 

‘Yes, dear child.” 

“Whom do you mean by God’s elect?” 
asked Mrs. Sands. 

«What the Church means; all such as 
shall choose the proffered salvation, and obey 
the conditions, and strive manfully unto the 
end, for the beautiful crown prepared by 
our gracious Redeemer.” 

“There is a crown ready for every one 
who will take it, grandpapa.” 

“Certainly, my daughter. God will have 
all men to be saved and to come to a knowl- 
edge of the truth.” 

“Then it is to themselves that the wicked 
owe their condemnation.” : 

“Yes, we may be sure of that.—‘ Ye will not 
come to me that ye might have life,’ puts all 
blame upon the sinners. If we have no part 
in the bliss of Heaven, we shall have cast 
_ ourselves out from the glorious kingdom.” 

A deep solemnity pervaded the little circle. 
Boos) heart seemed communing with itself 
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Presently the bishop said: “The hour ig 
late. I have been enticed beyond the usual 
time tor this exercise; but I must before we 
part, tell you how ancient and venerable is 
this prayer for the whole state of Christ's 
Church militant. It is called, in the Greek 
Liturgies, ‘the Catholic, or general Collect’ 
and ‘the prayer for peace.’ 

“St. Ambrose says that this prayer was 
always made before the consecration of the 
elements in the sacrament of the Lord’s Sup- 
per, and the very first part shows us the Apos- 
tolical teaching, ‘to make prayers and sup- 
plications, and to give thanks for all men.’” 

“St. Ambrose was bishop of Milan, and 
lived in the fourth century,” said Nannette. 
“T recollect your telling us about him in the 
Morning Service. The ‘Te Deum’ is as- 
cribed to his composition.” 

“Your memory is good, daughter. Now, 
please call the servants, and we will com- 
mend ourselves to the care and protection 
of our blessed Lord before we seek our rest.” 

All hearts were touched by the hishop’s 
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earnest thanksgiving for the precious Chris- 
tian influence and example of dear ones now 
_ living in Paradise; and as each voice joined 
in the Lord’s prayer, every soul felt the 
words, “Thy kingdom come,” to mean, ‘‘ Has- 
ten the glorious time when the joyful resur- 
rection shall make thy children complete in 
body and soul, and give them the heavenly 
bliss with thee, ae with sey ae angels, 
forever and ever.” 


CHAPTER II 


ISS BENT was particular that Nannette — 
and Minnie should always repeat the — 


Collect for the day before going about their 


common lessons, and on Saturday mornings, 
it was her habit to have them recite the 
Catechism, and to question them very closely 
upon the various parts, and their associations 
with the baptismal vows. | 

She was especially careful just now to 
make them understand the latter part cf 
the Church’s instruction concerning the Sac- 
rament of the Lord’s Supper. For Minnie’s — 
sake, she dwelt long upon the benefits of the 
faithful reception of the consecrated elements, 
and she tried to make perfectly plain to her 
the requirements of our blessed Lord. 

And Minnie found it a real help to know 
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by heart the things demanded of those who 
“presume to eat of that Bread, and to drink 
of that cup ”—namely: 

“To examine themselves whether they 
repent them truly of their former sins, stead- 
fastly purposing to lead a new hie,’ have a 
lively faith in God’s mercy through Christ, 
with a thankful remembrance of his death, 
and be in charity with all men.” 

She knew very well that if she could go to 
the holy feast with this preparation of heart 
and life, the bread and wine would be to her 
no common food, and no dreadful eating and 
drinking to herself damnation, but that 
through it she would have strengthening 
and refreshing of soul, by the “ Body and 
Blood of Christ, which are spiritually taken 
and received by the faithful in the Lord’s 
_ Supper.” 

The bishop was diligent, as the rubric 
demands, to instruct or examine openly in 
the church, upon Sundays or holidays, or 
some other convenient seasons, so many chil-_ 
dren of his parish sent unto him as he shall 


86 COUSIN MINNIE; 


think convenient, in some part of this Cat. 
echism. 

He also taught his people their duty. 
“All fathers, mothers, masters, and mis- 
tresses shall cause their children, servants, 
and apprentices, who have not learned their 
Catechism, to come to the church at the time 
appointed, and obediently to hear, and to be 
ordered by the minister until such time as 
they have learned all that is here appointed 
for them to learn.” 

Mr. Asher was speaking of this good old 
rule as the bishop’s family came together tc 
renew the subject of the holy Sacrament of 
the Lord’s Supper. 

He said: “I can not help shite that 
so godly a practice continued in this our 
day.” 

The bishop remarked: “This rubric was to 
make provision for such as could not be 
rightly taught at home. Christian heads of 
households are expected to train their fami- 
lies in the way of holiness, but it is safer in 
every event, and the ordering of the church, 
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for the authorized, stewards of God’e. foly 
mysteries to add to the home teachissy the 
faithful and frequent public catechising in 
the Church, and to see to it that the faith 
once delivered to the saints has deep root 
in the hearts and minds of tlie children 
committed to their charge.” 

‘‘] believe the ancient fathers were very 
urgent in the matter of catechising, were 
they not?” asked Miss Bent. — 

The bishop replied: ‘‘They took great care 
that the catechumens showd be rightly 
taught in the principles of Christianity; and 
in the time of the Reformation, the divines 
who cast away the superstitions of Rome 
were so diligent in their instruction of the 
people, that Rome became alarmed, and 
acknowledged that the ‘Protestants had — 
done great mischief to her, not only by 
their tongues, but especially by those writ- 
ings called catechisms.’ The Council of 
Trent therefore composed the Roman Cat- 
echism, which the priests are enjoined to 


teach the people.” 
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Mrs. Sands asked what the primitive cat 
echumens were taught. 

The bishop said: “They were to learn 
before their baptism and confirmation the 
Baptismal Vow, the Creed, and the Lord’s 
Prayer. These, with the Ten Command- 
ments, formed the whole of our Catechism 
at the time of the Reformation; but, as there 
seemed a further need, King James I. ap- 
pointed the bishops to add a short and plain 
explanation of the Sacraments. Bishop Over- 
all, then Dean of St. Paul’s, London, penned 
it, and it was allowed by the other bishops, 
and our Catechism is now said to excel all 
other catechisms that were ever in the 
world.” : 

Mr. Asher said: “That may well be con- 
ceded, for there is nothing in it but what the 
whole body of Christians, the world over, 
might agree in, so thoroughly conformed to 
Holy Scripture is it in all its teachings.” 

Miss Bent said: “IJ suppose the Creed, the 
Lord’s Prayer, and the Ten Commandments 
were originally taught to baptized children, 
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because their sponsors had promised concern- 
ing these; but it is not true that this is all 
that the Church requires of those coming to 


Confirmation; is it?” 
« Whoever says this about our holy mother 


lacks a knowledge of her blessed teachings,” 
replied the bishop. ‘There is not-a Chris- 
tian body in the world that demands a more 
thorough renunciation of what is sintul, and 
a more zealous performance of what is right. 
than this branch of the Church of the living 
God asks and expects of her children. Let 
all who doubt, examine faithfully the office 
for Infant Baptism, the Catechism, the office 
for Confirmation, and that for the Sacrament - 
of the Supper of the Lord, and then let them — 
‘say whether the Church is less watchful for 
the purity of the life and doctrines of those 
who come to her, than the denominations 


around us are of their members.” 


Unele Hallam spoke of the interest which=- = 


oldfashioned people used to take in their — 
servants. He said: “The higher the position 
of the master and mistress, and the greater — 
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the number of their domestics, so much the 
greater is their responsibility toward God, for 
souls committed to their influence and care,” 

Nannette said: “It was beautiful in King 
Louis the Ninth, of France, to catechise his 
kitchen-boy, and to say, ‘He hath a goul 
which was bought with Christ’s precious 
blood, as well as mine.’ But then he was 
one of the best of the French monarchs, and 
his royalty did not make him forget God.” 

“We will now resume our lesson on the 
Lord's Supper, if you please,” said the bishop. 
“Tam glad of all these intermediate conver- 
sations upon Baptism, and the proper instruc- 
tion that the Church orders to fit the candi- 
date for Confirmation and the Holy Eucharist. 
You will recollect that the clergyman says to 
the sponsors of the newly baptized, ‘Ye are 
to take care that this child be brought to the 
bishop, to be confirmed by him so soon as 
he can say the Creed, the Lord’s Prayer and 
the Ten Commandments, and is sufficiently 1n- 
structed in the other parts of the Church Cate- 
chism set forth for that purpose;’ and in the ex 
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hortation before that, the minister says that 

the child must learn ‘all other things that a 

Christian ought to know and believe to his soul's 

health, and that ‘he must be virtuously brought 

up to lead a godly and Christian life, after the 

example of our blessed Lord and Saviour, 

whom we are to strive to be like. Nobody 
who reads these two solemn and earnest 
charges that follow the baptism of an infant, 
can say that every safeguard from worldliness 
and sin is not placed around our little chil- 
dren. We can not have these tender dar- 
lings exposed to the evils of the kingdom 
of Satan; we must bring them as early as 
- possible into the kingdom of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and so train them in the Gospel truth, 
while they are young, that they will never 
run after error when they come to mature 
years. The command was positive to the 
Jews, ‘to teach God’s laws diligently to the 
children,’ and as positive is the New Testa- 
ment direction to Christian parents to ‘train 
up their children in the nurture and admo 


nition of the Lord.’ 
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‘Josephus says, there was in every Jewish, 
village a person called the ‘Instructor of 
Babes,’ who taught the little children the 
law until they were ten years old, then they 
learned in the Talmud. At thirteen, they 
were brought to the house of God to be pub- 
licly examined, and, being approved, were 
called ‘children of the precept'—that is, 
obliged to keep the law.” | 

“Jt is a very precious thought that our 
Saviour was thus catechised in his child-— 
hood,” said Mr. Asher. “It should make 
our young people the more eager to come 
to the public instruction in the Church.” 

“Our blessed Lord Jesus was but twelve 
years old, and yet pressed forward to obey 
the command, being eager to do his Father's 
will, and our children are to be brought to 
Confirmation when they are come to compe- 
tent age, which is sometimes earlier and some- 
times later. The discretion of the parents, 
and their observation of the child’s fitness 
and disposition to serve God with all the 
heart, must decide this; and the spiritual pas- 
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tor and guide must be satisfied as to the 
suitable preparation for so solemn a renewal 
of the baptismal covenant.” 

Nannette said: “I love to think of the 
children of Israel studying the law, and the 
Mishna, and their daily prayers. It seems 
to bring us very close together, and nearer 
to our Lord Jesus in his childhood. We 
Christian children ought certainly to be as 
earnest to obey the Gospel as the little 
Jews were to learn and follow the law.” 

The bishop turned to “The Warning be- 
fore the Communion.” He said: “The Jew- 
ish festivals were proclaimed by the sound 
of a trumpet, some time before their observ- 
ance. All solemn feasts had their previous 
days of preparation. The Paschal Lamb, the 
type of Christ, whose death we commemorate 
in the blessed Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, 
was chosen and kept four days to remind the 
Jews to prepare for the solemn Passover. 
Hezekiah sent out expresses to publish his 
intended Passover, and since we have come 
to such ‘infrequent participation that our 
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minds and hearts are not so constantly set 
on holy things as they ought to be, we need 
the warning to search and examine our con- 
sciences that we come not lightly to so ga- 
cred a feast.” 

‘In the early Church, there was no gol- 
emn assembly without the communion of 
the Lord’s Supper, was there, grandpapa 2” 

“No, dear child; consequently they had 
not this exhortation; but our rubric says the 
minister ‘shall always give the Warning be- 
fore the Celebration, on some Sunday or holi- 
day immediately preceding.’ ‘He shall read 
this exhortation following, or so much of it 
as in his discretion he may think convenient.’ 

“The English book makes him read the 
whole—nothing is left to his discretion.” 

‘How very full of devout earnestness this 
and the next warning are!” said Miss Bent. 
“IT find them a real help to my ee 
for the Lord’s Supper.” 

“They are attributed to the same source 
whence the first exhortation in the Morning 
Prayer came,” said the bishop. 
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» You mean Melancthon?” 

“Yes; you will perceive a like peculiar- 
ity of language, as ‘food and sustenance,’ 
‘search and examine,’ ‘holy and clean, ‘way 
and means,’ ‘restitution and satisfaction,’ 
‘counsel and advice.’ These in the first; 
and in the second, ‘called and bidden,’ ‘in- 
jury and wrong,’ ‘accepted and allowed.’” 

«And the exhortation at the time of the 
Celebration must be his too, grandpapa; for 
there is the same lovely tone and thought 
through all.” 

«J think so, my child; but let us examine 
carefully the first warning, and see what we 
can gain for practical use, before we reach 
the dear All Saints’ Day.” 

Mrs. Sands observed: “The clergymaa 
says, ‘Dearly beloved, I purpose on next 
——. through God’s assistance, to adminis- 
ter to all such as shall be religiously and 
devoutly disposed, the most comfortable sac- 
rament of the body and blood of Christ.” 

“That is a most worthy beginning,” said 
the bishop. “The minister who comes to 
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the altar with a deep sense of his own weak 
ness and need of divine aid, will be sure to 
have the blessing of Almighty God.” 

Miss Bent said: “The salutation dearly 
beloved’ always stirs my heart. It is so 
great a joy to know that he who is set over 
me in the Lord has really an affection for 
my soul; that every one of his parishioners 
is or ought to be to him a precious child— 
some nearer, of course, than others, as they 
obey and reverence our Lord Jesus, and 
him the ambassador of so dear a King; but 
all precious in the paternal sense, that takes 
in both the thoughtful and the thoughtless 
children.” 

“You are right, daughter; the true rep- 
resentative of the gentle Master, yearns with 
deep love after those whom he calls to the 
holy feast; and as the people hear the words, 
‘dearly beloved,’ they should not .only see 


the pastor's love, but the tender, compas- — 


sionate, yearning heart of Jesus, that was 
not content until its blood was poured out 
upon the cross for our salvation. If they 


J, 
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think of this great heart, they must heed 
the call to ‘the holy feast.’” 

“If they are ‘religiously and devoutly 
disposed,’ they will surely seek the Lord 
Jesus at his table,” said Uncle Hallam, “and 
will take real comfort in his holy sacrament, 
‘to be received by them in remembrance of 
his meritorious cross and passion, whereby 
alone we obtain remission of our sins, and 
are made partakers of the “kingdom of 


99.999 


heaven. 

Mr. Asher said: “In the Roman Church, 
the congregation are, generally, but spec- — 
tators. If they receive once a year, it is 
thought sufficient. At other times, they only 
look on, while the priest alone communicates. 
But we must, ourselves, at every possible op- 
portunity, take the sacred symbols, and so 
keep in perpetual remembrance that sacrifice 
once made upon the cross for our sins. No 
other propitiation than that made by our 
blessed Lord Jesus can avail us for the re- | 
mission of our sins, and the salvation of our 
souls. ‘Wherefore it is our duty to render 
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most humble and hearty thanks to Almighty 
God, for that he hath given his Son our Sa. 
viour Jesus Christ, not only to die for us, 
but also to be our spiritual food and suste- 
nance in that holy sacrament. It does seem 
most marvellous that our Lord Jesus should 
so provide for his unworthy children. What 
a weary probation were this life without his. 
dear thought and care of us! How hungry 
and faint our souls would be if we did not. 
frequently refresh and strengthen them by 
taking the holy food prepared for us by our 
loving Lord! Our spiritual life could not. 
continue without this ‘Except ye eat the 
flesh of the Son of Man, and drink his blood, 
ye have no life in you.’” 

“These words of the Holy Ghost are too 
little thought of by men,” said the bishop.. 


“Tf they received due reflection, who would. 


dare to risk his soul from month to month 
without seeking this spiritual nourishment ?” 
“Jt is ‘a divine and comfortable thing 


only ‘to such as receive it worthily, erand= — 


papa,” said Nannette. 


vias 
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“Yes, my child, and so ‘dangerous to 
those who will presume to receive it un- 
worthily’ that the minister says, ‘My duty 
is to exhort you, in the mean season, to con- 
sider the dignity of that holy mystery, and 
the great peril of the unworthy receiving 


thereof, and so to search and examine your 


own consciences, and that not lightly and 
after the manner of dissemblers with God, but 
so that ye may come holy and clean to such 
a heavenly feast, in the marriage garment 


required by God 1 in Holy Scripture, and be re- — ) 
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ceived as worthy partakers of that holy table. 

Miss Bent said: ‘The plea that my Sun 
day scholars make for absenting themselves 
from the Supper of the Lord is, that they 


«do not feel worthy to participate.’ 1 can = 


not make them understand that if they con-_ 
sidered themselves worthy, it would be the — 


surest unfitness, and that they must come 


with a deep sense of their own sinfulness, 
and with a desire to lead better and holier — 


lives, through the help of our Lord. Jesus, 
whose death for sinners oc commemorate.” 


BED NaN eae 
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The bishop said: “The dignity of that holy 
mystery appalls the young disciple until he 
is taught that this sentence means that he 
should make a difference between this and 
our ordinary food; that he should ‘ discern in 
it the Lord’s body,’ and by faith feed upon 
that soul nourishment. We must not expect 
to comprehend it fully. It is a mystery.” 

“Do not mystery and sacrament: mean the 
same thing?” said Miss Bent. 

‘‘They have been so used at times,” replied 
the bishop. ‘‘ Properly, ‘sacrament’ is the 
outward sign, and ‘mystery’ the inward sig- 
nification, or hidden secret grace. Among 
the Greeks and Romans, mysteries were 
secret religious assemblies, which none but 
the initiated were permitted to attend. They 
were designed to interpret the mythological 
fables and sacred rites, the true meaning of 
which it was thought best to conceal from 
the people.” 

“You do not mean Christian rites, grand- 
papa ?” 

“No; they were in honor of Jupiter and 
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Bacchus, and Ceres and Iris, and other 
heathen deities. The ‘mysteries’ or ‘mira- 
cles’ of the middle ages were dramatic per- 
formances, which taught the doctrines of 
Christianity and represented the early mir- 
acles.” 

“It seems to me a profanity,” said Miss 
Bent; “to represent the passion of Christ is 
so dreadful!” 

“Tt is sad to think of such exhibitions as 
have taken place in many of the southern 
countries of Europe, as well as in Germany, 
and even in England,” said the bishop. 

Miss Bent spoke of Hone’s account of some 
of these “miracle plays.” | 

Mr. Asher said: ‘‘The people were so in- 
fatuated by these diversions, that the decrees 
of the popes against them were for a long 
time of little avail.” ee 

The bishop recalled his children to the sub- 
ject that had suggested this episode. 

“We are exhorted to spend the interval be- 
tween the Warning and our approach to the 

Lord’s table, in thinking how sublime a thing 
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it is to be made partakers of the body and 
blood of Jesus, and to be knit unto him by 
this blessed mystery, and we are to look dili- 
gently into our hearts, by the light of each 
commandment, to see wherein we have of. 
fended, and we are to confess our sins humbly 
to our Heavenly Father, and to beg for the 
cleansing from all guilt by the precious blood 
of Christ, and to put away all our own right- 
eousness, which is but filthy rags, and to go 
before God with the merits of his dear Son, 
which wee the ‘ eddie garment’ provided 
for us.’ 

“It was the Eastern custom for the mas- 
ter of the feast to get the garment ready 
without cost to his guests, was it not, grand- 
papa?” | 
“It was, my daughter; and so our pled 
Lord gives to us the beautiful robe of his 
righteousness without money and without 
price. He has ransomed our souls and bod 
ies by his own most precious body and blood. 
So much is our guilt increased if we will not 
accept his gracious redemption.” 
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Mrs. Sands said: “I think whoever care- 
fully marks the language of this exhortation 
to come ‘clean and holy in the marriage gar- 
ment required by God in the Holy Scripture, 
and be received as worthy partakers, can not 
mistake the true meaning that God will be- 
hold in us the merits of his dear Son, and so 
will accept us.” 

“You are right,” replied the bishop. “And 
that the people may have a preparation such 
as God’s holy word directs, the clergyman is 
to tell them ‘the way and means thereto,’ 
which is, ‘first to examine their lives and 
conversations by the rule of God’s command 
ments, and whereinsoever they shall perceive 
themselves to have offended, either by will, 
word, or deed, there to bewail there own sin- 
fulness, and to confess themselves to Al- 
mighty God, with full pee of amend- 
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ment of life. 
‘““Not to confess to the aret Se 7 
“No, child; as I have often told my peo-— 

ple, auricular confession was not established 

by the early Christian Church. In the ear- 
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liest ages, whoever was guilty of great sing, 
made a public acknowledgment of them 
and a profession of repentance before the 
assembled cengregation. It was not until 
the fourth cei tury that this public confession 
was changed to a secret one before the priest, 
and not unti) the fourth Lateran Council, in 
the year of our Lord twelve hundred and 
fifteen, that it was decreed as a compulsory 
duty, that ‘every one of the faithful of both 
sexes, on ooning to years of discretion, shall 
in private faithfully confess all their sins at 
least once a year to their own pastor, and 
fulfil to the best of their power the penance 
enjoined the1a, receiving reverently at least 
at Eacter, the Sacrament of the Eucharist, 
unless, by the advice of their pastor, for some 
reasonable cause, they judge it proper to 
abstain from it for a time; otherwise, they 
are to be excluded from the Chureh while 
living, and when they die, to be deprived 
of Christian burial.’ The compilers of the 
Prayer Pook, after the Reformation, made it 
optional with the individual to go to his 
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pastor or not. To God, he must confess his 
sins. To the minister, he may open his grief. 
‘Let him come, are the words.” 

“Tt is very sweet and dear to speak to 
our pastor of the things that concern our 
souls,” said Miss Bent. 

“Yes, my daughter, and a precious privi- 
lege to the pastor to know the devout and 
earnest desires of his people. He should be 
ever ready to receive all proper confidence, 
and to give suitable comfort and advice, but 
the Romish doctrine of a secret strict con- 
fessional is fraught with great danger both 
to priest and people, as past history abun- 
dantly shows, and I pray God that so per-— 
nicious a practice may never again be foisted 
upon his holy Church.” , 

Mrs. Sands remarked: “I perceive that the 
English Prayer Book says, ‘Let him come 
to.me or some other discreet and learned 
minister of God’s word, and open his grief, 
that by the ministry of God’s holy word he 
may receive the benefit of absolution, to- 
gether with ghostly counsel and advice, to 


106 COUSIN MINNIE. 


the quieting of his conscience, and the avoid. 
ing of all scruple and doubtfulness. 

The bishop said: ‘‘Our reviser, in view of 
the Romish abuse of the priestly absolution, 
thought fit to reject this wording, lest any 
soul rely upon a formal confession to the 
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clergyman, and his pronouncing of absolu- 
tion, as a sufficient preparation to the Holy 
Supper of our Lord, without a sincere re. 
pentance before God, and a full purpose of 
obedience to his sacred laws.” — 


CHAPT&R IV. 


‘OU spoke of the Lateran Council. What 

Y do you mean by ‘Lateran’?” asked 
Minnie. 

_«éLateran’ is a square in Rome, so called 
from an ancient Roman family,” said the 
bishop. ‘The Lateran Palace became the — 
property of the emperor, and Constantine 
the Great gave it to the popes, who occu- 
pied it for a thousand years. The Church 
of St. John of Lateran, connected wath the 
palace, was built by Constantine.” 

“Did he not live in the latter part of the 
third and the first part of the fourth centu- 
ries?—and you have told us that the first 
pope was in the sixth century, grandpapa.” 

“Tam glad to see you particular in these 
things, my child. The name ‘pope’ was used 
at first simply as the title ‘father,’ which is 
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its true signification. There was no decided 
assumption of supremacy by the Bishop of 
Rome until after the time of Gregory thy 
Great.* 

“All bishops had the title pope, and it ig 
still in use in the Hast ws in ancient times, 
and is not regarded by the Orientals as ve 
culiar to the Bishop of Rome.” 

“Tt is a lovely name but for its var a 
said Miss Bent. : 

Nannette asked if the Universal Church is oe 
at all bound by the decrees of the Lateran — 
Council. 

The bishop said, “No. Those were very 
different from the wcumenical or universal | 


* «St. Gregory had very strong ideas respecting the 
authority which he conceived to belong to the successors 
of St. Peter, whilst his talents and holiness gave him an a 
extensive influence over his contemporaries. Succeeding 
popes laid claim to more extended powers, especially 
Hadrian I. (a. p. 772—a. p. 795), who first advanced the — 
doctrine that the whole Christian Church was subject to 
the See of Rome.” ‘There were slight papal aggressions 
previous to this, but nothing of a positive and fixed 


character, é 
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councils, which assembled all the bishops of 
the Church. But we are wandering again 
from the more immediate subject of our 
egson.” 

«We were upon the preparation for a 
worthy partaking of the Lord’s Supper,” said 
Minnie. 

Mr. Asher said: ‘We have reached the 
point of bewailing and confessing our sins 
to Almighty God.” 

“Then come the words, ‘And if ye shall 
perceive your offences to be such as are not 
only against God, but also against your 
neighbors, then ye shall reconcile yourselves 
unto them, being ready to make restitution 
and satisfaction, according to the uttermost 
of your powers, for all injuries and wrong 
done by you to any other; and being likewise 
ready to forgive others who have offended 
you, as ye would have forgiveness of your 
offences at God’s hand.’ 

“To the child of God, it is no humiliation 
to acknowledge when he has done wrong. 
A mean and petty nature alone can hesitate to 
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say, ‘I have committed an error, and am sorry 
for it; I beg that you will forgive it.’” 

“Tf we are unwilling to do this, the receijy. 
ing of the Holy Communion doth nothing: 
else but increase our condemnation,” said Mr. 
Asher. 

Uncle Hallam spoke of the special evils men- 
tioned in the next sentence, as if to force us 
to a faithful searching of ourselves. 

‘Therefore, 1f any of you be a blasphemer 
of God, a hinderer or slanderer of his word, 
an adulterer, or be in malice, or envy, or in 
any other grievous crime, repent ye of your 
sins, or else come not to that holy table.” 

“The appeal is all the more solemn because 
it comes as from God to each individual 
conscience.” 

“We might deceive a priest, were he to 
examine us however faithfully. We can not 
hide one fault or sin from the All-Seeing 
Eye,” said the bishop. 

“But lest some tender souls be too severe 
upon themselves, and so fall into despair, o1 
lest they have not right views of their guilt 


OR, THE FEAST OF LIFR, Ill 


and of the divine love, there is added to the 
exhortation, ‘And because it is requisite that 
no man should come to the Holy Communion 
but with a full trust in God’s mercy, and with 
a quiet conscience, therefore, if there be any 
of you who, by these means—namely, self- 
examination and repentance—can not quiet — 
his own conscience herein, but requireth 
further comfort or counsel, let him come to 
me, or to some other minister of God’s word, 
and open his grief, that he may receive such 
godly counsel and advice as may tend to 
the quieting of his conscience, and the re- 
moving of all scruple and doubtfulness.” — 
“That seems so plain to me,” said Nannette. 
“When I am in any trouble to understand 
just what I ought to do, it is such a relief to 
have a wise grandpapa to go to.” 3 
“T trust that all over whose spiritual needs 
I am set to watch may come to me with 
perfect confidence whenever it shall please — 
them,” said the bishop. “The prayers and 
advice and judgment and learning of tho 
man of God are to be esteemed as precious 
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privileges to the congregation. Our Llegsgedq 
Lord and Saviour has appointed his minig. 
ters to direct and aid the people in thejy 
efforts after eternal life. The Churchly way 
of seeking this help at their own option 
makes the blessing all the sweeter.”: 

Mrs. Sands spoke of the next exhortation 
in the Communion Office, to be used “in 
case the clergyman shall see the people neg- 
ligent to come” to the Holy Supper. . 

“Christians get into a very sad way of 
neglecting their duty,” said Mr. Asher. 

“The Church has been at fault in not 
providing frequent opportunities, and, as a 
consequence, a monthly participation has 
seemed to many of the congregation all- 
sufficient; but, thank God! we are returning 
to a more primitive usage.” 

“This second exhortation is a very im- 
pressive one,” said Uncle. Hallam. ‘“I do not 
see how any can withstand such an appeal.” 

Miss Bent read the first paragraph: ‘“ Dear- 
ly beloved brethren, on I intend, by 
God's grace, to celebrate the Lord’s Supper, 
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unto which, in God’s behalf, I bid you all. 
who are here present, and beseech you, for 
the Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, that ye will 
not refuse to come thereto, being so lovingly 
called and bidden by God himself.” 

“Tt seems like the voice of our Lord Jegus, 
saying, ‘Ye will not come unto me that ye 
might have life,’” said the bishop. 

Mr. Asher quoted: “Surely, it will be a 
huge reproach to us, if it appear that Sa- 
tan and his ’complices, with a touch on the 
shoulder, or the slightest beckon, can oblige 
us to a theatre or looser bacchanal, and yet 
all the entreaties of God and his ministers 
can scarce obtain our company at this heav- 
enly feast.” : | : 

“The Church now condescends to argu- 
ments,” said the bishop. “It is after God’s : 
gracious manner with his children, ‘Come 
now, let us reasun together.’ ” | 
-Nannette read: “‘You know how orievous 
and unkind a thing it is, when a man hath 
prepared a rich feast, decked his table with 
all kinds of provision, so that there lacketh 
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nothing but the guests to sit down; and yet 
they who are called without any cause most 
unthankfully refuse to come.’ 

“Tt is like the words of our Lord Jegug 
in the parable of the marriage-feast,” gaid 
Nannette. 3 

“Yes,” replied the bishop; “and I wish 
you to observe the first five verses of the 
ninth chapter of Proverbs: 

“*Wisdom hath builded her house, Sie 
hath hewn out her seven pillars: 

“She hath killed her beasts; she hath 
mingled her wine; she hath also furnished 
her table. 

““«She hath sent forth her maidens: she 
crieth upon the highest places of the city, 

‘““* Whoso is simple, let him turn in hither: 
as for him that wanteth understanding, she 
saith to him, : 

“Come, eat of my bread, and drink a 
the wine which I have mingled. 

“*Forsake the foolish, and live; and go- 
in the way of understanding.’” 

“How emblematic it seems of the Holy 
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Supper of our Lord!” said Miss Bent; “but 
I do not quite comprehend the third verge.” 

The bishop said: “It is the custom in 
some of the Oriental countries to send out 
a number of women to invite people to a ban- 
quet. A traveller in Egypt mentions these ag 
‘going about with black vails, and making 
a strange and clamorous noise, as they call 
the guests together. , 

“Qne needs to know many things in order 


29? 


to understand the Scriptures in their full 
beauty,” said Miss Bent. 
“<The wayfaring man, though a fool, shall 


not err therein,’ so far as the plan of salva. 


tion is concerned,” said the bishop. “ Every 
earnest soul that comes to the Holy Book, 
seeking to know the will of his Heavenly — 


Father, can not fail to find out that will, so = = 
that he can do it if he pleases; but there 


are allusions to the manners and customs of — 


the East, and there are historical portions — aS 


-and points of Christian doctrine that need 
explanation by persons who make the sacred 
Scriptures their BSS 


116 COUSIN MINNIE; 


“The Church is a witness and keeper of 
Holy Writ, is she not?” asked Mrs. Sandsg, 

“That is what she is called in the Twen. 
tieth Article of Religion,” returned the bigh. 
op; “and, as such, she ‘is not to ordain or 
decree any thing that is contrary to God’s 
word, or expound one place of Scripture go 
that it be repugnant to another. 

“She puts forth no doctrine that can not 
be proved by the Bible. She challenges the 
whole world to find in the Prayer Book any 
thing that is contrary to Scripture teaching.’” 

“What individual members say must not 
always be called the doctrine of the Church,” 
said Mr. Asher. “If it does not accord with 
the teachings of the Bible and the Prayer 
Book, we may know that it has not substan- 
tial grounds.” 

Uncle Hallam said, “ Let us return to the 
great feast to which we are pressed to be pres- 
ent. After speaking of the bountiful provi- 
sion made, and the indifference of those who 
are invited, the minister says, 

“*Which of you in such a case would not 
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be moved? Who would not think a great 
injury and wrong done unto him? Where. 
fore, most dearly beloved in Christ, take ye 
good heed lest ye, withdrawing yourselves 
from this Holy Supper, provoke God’s indig- 
nation against you.’” 

“It would be a great impertinence for a 
subject to refuse the call to a king’s feast, 
would it not, grandpapa?” 

“Yes, indeed; and thought deserving of 
punishment. How much worse, then, for 
us, who profess to be the soldiers of Christ, 
and his obedient servants, to slight his gra- 
cious invitations, and thus break our vows of 
allegiance !” 

“Ts it not wonderful that God condescends 
to eat with us sinners?” said Mrs. Sands. “I 
can not understand the Christian soul that 
does not run to this precious feast.” — 

“Will not God’s anger be greater if we 
stay away, without any effort to prepare our- 
selves, than if we come with all our gins upon 
us?” asked Miss Bent. 

“We must eat and drink as sinners, if we 
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partake at all,” replied the bishop; “ but it 
must be as repentant sinners who intend to 
try, by God’s help, to lead a new life. The 
indignation of our Heavenly Father is for 
such as carelessly slight his divine goodness, 
and think but lightly of the benefits of thig 
Holy Supper. No one can refuse to partic- 
ipate if he has right views of the great help 
it is to his spiritual life.” 

“Worldly business will not excuse us,” said 
Mrs. Sands, looking at the next sentence in 
the exhortation. 

“No,” replied the bishop. “It is an easy 
matter for a man to say, ‘I will not communi- 
cate, because I am otherwise hindered by 
worldly business;’ but such excuses are not 
so easily accepted and allowed before God.” 

Nannette read: “‘If any man say, lam a 
prievous sinner and, therefore, am afraid to 
come, wherefore, then, do ye not repent and 
amend? When God calleth you, are ye not 
ashamed to say ye will not come? When ye 
should return to God, will ye excuse your- 


selves, and say ve are not ready? Consider 
_— 
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with yourselves how little such feigned ex- 
cuses will avail before God.” 

“Jt was while we were yet sinners that 
Christ died for us. He came not to call the 
righteous, but sinners, to repentance,” said 
Nannette, with thoughtful reverence. 

«Remember this, my dear children: the 
humble Christian always draws near to the 
Altar of God with the deep sense of his own 
sinfulness and unworthiness. You will see 
this spirit of self-abasement and humility 
throughout the Communion Service. Priest 
and people must feel and acknowledge it. It 
is the disposition that should draw us to 
Jesus, rather than drive us from him. To 
whom else shall we go for eternal life?” 

Mr, Asher said: “There was some whole- 
some discipline in the primitive Church with 


egard to such Christians as came to the ser- 


mon and went out before Communion. They 
were excommunicated.” : 
“It would seem a very severe measure in 
our day,” replied the bishop. 
“The Spirit and the Bride say, Come; and | 
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if the children of God refuse this divine biq. 
ding, they risk being cast out from that Blegg. 
ed Supper in the heavenly kingdom, when 
all the faithful shall sit down with Abraham 
and Isaac and Jacob, and the Lord Jesus 
himself, in his glorious majesty, shall eat 
and drink with his Spouse, the Redeemed 
Church.” 

Nannette read: ‘‘Those who refused the 
feast in the Gospel, because they had bought 
a farm or would try their yokes of oxen or 
because they were married, were not so ex- 
cused, but were counted unworthy of the 
heavenly feast.’ ”’ 


“These are the precious words of our Lord 
Jesus, who speaks of the Master of the feast, 
as ‘very wroth’ with those who had despised 
his invitation,” said the b shop. 

“We must beware how we slight the offer 
of his grace, lest, when we call, he refuse ; 
for the hour will come when every human 
soul will look to Jesus as the only refuge 
from misery and everlasting death.” 

“It is with this knowledge that eternity is 


OR, THE FEAST OF LIFE. 121 


near, and that the commands of God are 
implicit, and must be obeyed if we would 
escape condemnation, that the ambassador 
pleads with the congregation: 

«¢ Wherefore, according to mine office, I 
bid you, in the name of God; I call you 
in Christ’s behalf; I exhort you, as ye love 
your own salvation, that ye will be partakers 
of this Holy Communion.’” 

“The English book,” says Mrs. Sands, “ be- 
gins this paragraph with the decision of the - 
minister: ‘I, for my part, shall be ready.’” 

“Tt is for the clergy to provide this Holy 
Supper,” said the bishop. ‘They were ap- 
pointed by our Lord Jesus to dispense it in 
his name to his children. They are stewards 
of God’s household and mysteries, and if the 
children do not find the table spread, the 
steward will be held accountable; but if it 
be always ready and the announcement duly 
made, then the sin lies at the door of every 
soul that refuses to eat and drink of the 
feast.” | ; 

Mr. Asher asked: “May not this declara- 


2 
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tion of the priest also mean that he wil] 
prepare his own soul for this heavenly gey. 
vice, whatever those may venture who are 
committed to his charge?” 

“It is a decision which every clergyman 
should make,” said the bishop. 

“As for me and my house, we will serve 
the Lord.’ 

“And this earnest, devout example of the 
minister may have much to do with the 
action of the people. They will be more or 
less influenced by their leader. 

“The priest then goes on to speak of the 
great price paid for us, and the Braue due 
our gracious Redeemer: 

“¢ And as the Son of God did vouchsafe te 
yield up his soul, by death upon the cross, for 
your salvation, so it is your duty to receive 
the Communion, in remembrance of the 
sacrifice of his death, as he himself hath 
commanded.’” 

“We could not possibly refuse the dying 
command of an earthly father, could we, 
grandpapa ?” 
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“Tt would be a strange, hard heart that 
could fail to obey,” said the bishop. 

“The latter part of this exhortation is still 
an earnest pleading from the minister as to 
the Christian’s duty: 

«¢Which if ye shall neglect to do, consider 
with yourselves how great is your ingratitude 
to God, and how sore a punishment hangeth 
over your heads for the same, when ye wil- 
fully abstain from the Lord’s Table and sep- 
arate from your brethren who come to feed — 
on the banquet of that most heavenly food.’” 

“The English book has, ‘how great injury 
ye do to God,’” said Mrs. Sands. 

“Tt simply means that we wrong God of 
his due, and that we hinder the progress of © 
his kingdom, by our unfaithfulness,” said the 


bishop; ‘but our revisers thought best. to = 


change that clause, since ‘we can not prop- | 
erly be said to injure God.’ : —— 

“There are many mothers of young ahi: 7 
dren, and many sick, who can not often avail 
themselves of the Holy Supper in the house 
of God; it is therefore the words ‘wil/ully. 
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abstain’ are used. Our dear Lord sees how 
sincere is the longing of many a soul that ig 
obliged to stay away. He accepts from such 
the desire, as a sweet and ready obedience.” 

“It is asin to separate ourselves from our 
brethren in this Communion of the Body and 
Blood of our Lord when we can be with 
them,” said Mr. Asher, 

“Yes,” replied the bishop; ‘‘and to the true 
child of God, one of the blessed delights of 
this Holy Sacrament is the binding of soul to 
soul in a perfect brotherhood in Christ Jesus 
our Lord. Who can kneel at the Altar of 
Divine Love, and not feel an overflowing of 
heavenly charity from his own heart toward 
all mankind?” — 

“I can appreciate this social family bond,” 
said Miss Bent. ‘It is always happier for me 
when the hour of Communion is such that all 
the members can be present, and I choose it 
for myself rather than the early time when 
the few gather together.” 

Uncle Hallam said: “The clergyman as- 
sures the negligent congregation that, if they 
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earnestly consider what the exhortation has 
put before them, they will, by God's grace, 
return to a better mind, for the obtaining 
whereof we shall not cease to make our hum- 
ble petition unto Almighty God our Heavenly 
Father.” 

“ There is such gentleness in the Church’s 
rebukes,” said Miss Bent. “She is indeed a 
tender mother, and worthy so gracious a 
‘Husband,’ as our dear Lord is pleased to call 
himself. This thought of ‘our Heavenly Fa- 
ther, In connection with ‘Almighty God, 
brings us to a sweet trust and confidence, 
even though our sins might provoke punish- 
ment. We know how a father pities his chil- 
dren and weighs all their infirmities, and if 
we make humble petitions to this Heavenly 
Father for forgiveness, he will surely be as 
ready to receive and pardon as an earthly 
parent would be.” 

“Then the heart of Jesus yearns so after 
us,” said the bishop. “ ‘How often would I 
have gathered you as a hen gathereth her | 
chickens under her wings, but ye would not.’ 
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“He has done all that he can do for oy, 
salvation; he has given up his precious body 
upon the cross, and poured out his cleansing 
blood for us; and if we fail to apply hig 
merits to our own souls by a participation in : 
this Holy Sacrament, the penalty of our neg. > 
lect and disobedience must surely await us, ie 

“Those Israelites who made light of Hez- 


ekiah’s call to the Passover, laughing the 
messengers to scorn and mocking them, were — 
given into the hands of the heathen and car- 
ried into a sorrowful captivity, because they 
obeyed not the voice of the Lord their God, 
but transgressed his Covenant, and all that 
Moses, the servant of the Lord, commanded, 
and would not hear them, nor do them.” 
“Jt is a great happiness to know that the 
clergyman is praying for us,” said Miss Bent. 
“Those who live as near to God’s altar as 
his ambassadors ought to do, seem to have 
blessed access to our Heavenly Father.” 
“Do not forget, dear child, that ‘God is 


nigh unto all who call upon him faithfully,’” 
said the bishop. 
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“It is indeed precious to feel toat the 
minister bears his people before God, in his 
earnest petitions, and it is also very sacred 
and dear to his heart to know that his peo- 
ple are never forgetful of him when they 
kneel to pray. Let us remember this al- 
ways, and ask the divine love and blessing 
upon each other.” 


CHAPTER V. 


OT only in the presence of others did the 
N good bishop give holy lessons to his 
candidates for confirmation. 

He knew well the necessity for close per- 
sonal instruction. The word spoken private- 
ly, soul to soul, was often effectual to win 
the confidence of the young and timid, who 
could not so readily reveal their doubts and 
fears before many witnesses. 

Not that they were ashamed to confess 
Christ before the world, but there is in 
the truly devout and earnest soul a cer- 
tain shrinking from the general scrutiny of 
its secret and sacred emotions. The ambas- 
sador of God who is to present us to his 
Master, is the only one who has the right 
to search our spirit, and satisty himself as to 
our credentials. If he finds these such as 
the Great King demands, it is enough. 


tsps GT ta 
eter eet Te 
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“ Cousin Minnie” had many a quiet walk, 
and other opportunities for private conver. 
sations on the one theme that occupied her 
mind and heart. 

“These happy times with your grandfather 
are never to be forgotten,” she gaid to Nan- 
nette, one day, after a long stroll through 
the city. “It is so easy to talk to him, and 
he makes me understand so well what it is 
that I am about to promise for myself, and 
how pleasant my life must be if I walk ever 
in the light of God.” = = 

They had to take the four devoted a . 
visits to the poor, as the bishop had little i 
out-of-door exercise oe: these. charita- = 
ble rounds. = 7 = 


This was in ‘itself a beauttal fee Gus Se 


of “pure religion and undefiled,” which ig 
“to visit the fatherless and widows in their 
affliction, and to keep one’s self unspotted | 
from the world.” ee 7 
sR merely emotional ae will not be ac- 
cepted before God and the Father,” the bish- 
op said to his children. ‘The love that is 
9 : - 
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within the soul, if it is of the right kind, 
must show itself in works of mercy to all the 
suffering, who in this world represent to us 
our blessed Lord Jesus.” 

Nannette and Minnie felt that they could 
never settle down to an easy, contemplative 
Christianity. “ Faith and works,” was the 
constant utterance of the bishop; “ Faith and 
works” the deep impression upon the young 
hearts that were ready to give true service 
for the dear Lord. 

How sweet and precious and unreserved 
is the early consecration of ourselves to the 
Great Father! Oh! the blessedness of pla- 
cing upon his altar all the best things of our 
youth! God so loves this fresh morning sac- 
rifice. Let the little children come unto him 
and stay with him. They need never go 
away from his guardianship. They are all 
the more sure to remain faithful, if they seek 
God and things divine, before the world and 
its vanities corrupt them. 

Nannette and Minnie were speaking about 
this as the twilight drew on, and. they stood. 


he 
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together in the bay-window in the bishop's 
study. 

Nannette said: “I am so glad that I have 
not been brought up to a worldly and fash- 
ionable life, but that dear grandpapa has 
given me a quiet training, so that things 
sacred and holy seem the things that belong 
to me.” 

“Oh! yes,” said Minnie, “it must be very 
difficult to turn about when one has cared 
for nothing but gayeties. Your grandfather 
was telling me this afternoon that if we be- 
gin to serve God in our childhood, he seems 
to give us great power to resist evil, and 
that if we are only true to our Heavenly 
Father, he will never permit us to be over- 
come by a temptation.” | 

“Tf we are true to hum,” said Nannette; 
“we will try to be that. It isa comfort to 
think that the younger and more feeble we 
are, the more tender and watchful over us he 
will be. Just like a loving earthly parent 
who sees that little child needs him at 


every step.” 
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Mrs. Sands called the young girls to tea, 

The bishop and Uncle Hallam were dis. 
cussing the topics of the day, before the 
evening should bring them to higher gub- 
jects. They came gladly to the family meal. 

“The social gathering around the home 
‘table is always a delightful episode,” said 
the bishop. ‘What would the day be with- 
out these breaks in the general routine?” 

Uncle Hallam spoke of God’s goodness in 
giving to us the pleasures of the palate, and 
in making the necessities of life prove real 
enjoyments. 

~Nannette asked, ‘Are not some nations of 

the earth brutish in their appetites, so that 
what was designed as a simple pleasure be- 
comes to them a means of discomfort and 
injury ?” 

“Tt is only savages who gorge themselves 
with food,” replied her grandfather. ‘ Ciy- 
ilization and Christianity ought to make us 
temperate in meats and drinks.” 

Mrs. Sands brought forth a little old-fash 
ioned teacup, that had been handed down 


Ps 
A 
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from a hundred and fifty years ago. “Thig 
does not look as if one could be very intem- 
perate in drink,” she said. 

Minnie took it to examine. It would hold 
no more than a thimbleful. 

“You must remember,” said the bishop, 
“that tea at the time when these tiny cups 
were In use was very costly, and was only — 
procured by the wealthy as a great luxury. 
That cup came from our mother country. 
We have not had the Pipoious: Peverage 80 
long.” 


live without it,” said Mrs. Sands, who had 
an especial partiality for the exhilarating cup. 


“T can not see hoe people contrived S ee 


“They used the ee ty oa Z said ae a 


Hallam. a 
“What ds that? = ele Mine . 


“Tt was made from the four. leaved Te Be 
Strife, and was used by the Americans dur-— 


ing the str uggle with Great. Britain, while 
the tax laid open tea pet its coming’ 


into general use. : , 
ter can not , sane it would be a very good 
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substitute,” said Mrs. Sands. “I want my 
regular bona-fide ‘ Congou.’ ” 

“You are right to despise counterfeits,” 
said the bishop. “I quite agree with you 
that nothing can be equal to the real cup,” 

The conversation then changed to matters 
of nearer home interest, and presently the 
family assembled in the drawing-room, there 
to await the arrival of Miss Bent and Mr. 
Asher, who were not slow to appear. 

“We have reached a very sacred and gol- 
emn part of our Communion Office,” said 
the bishop. “In the early Greek Church, 
St. Chrysostom tells us, ‘when the commu. 
nicants were conveniently placed, the priest, 

standing in a conspicuous station, stretched 
— forth his hand, and lifted his voice in the 
midst of profound silence, inviting the wor- 
thy and forbidding the unworthy to approach 
the holy feast.’ So, the priest of God in our 
day says, ‘Dearly beloved in the Lord, ye 
who mind to come to the Holy Communion 
of the Body and Blood of our Saviour Christ, 
must consider how St. Paul exhorteth all 
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persons diligently to try and examine them- 
selves before they presume to eat of that 
bread and drink of that cup.’” 
“Ts this for fear that the people may have 
come without preparation?” asked Nannette. 
“Yes, dear child, we are so apt to let 
worldly things rule us, and to come into the 
immediate presence of God without shaking 
off the things of earth; so there is our long 
blessed service before we reach the altar, 
and we have this gracious interval given. 
us to confess our sins and ask for pardon 
and peace.” | | 
Miss Bent read: “‘For as the benefit is 
great, if with a true, penitent heart and live- 
ly faith we receive that holy sacrament, 50 
is the danger great if we receive the same 
unworthily.’” | 
“This is a most serious moment for every 
soul,” said the bishop. © Each one knows 
with what spirit he kneels at this sacred 
feast. Who would dare to try and deceive 
the great, omniscient God ?” 
Mrs. Sands auoted from the English book 
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the words that our revisers omitted: + Pos 
then—that is, if we come with penitence 
and faith—‘ we spiritually eat the flesh of 
Christ, and drink his blood; then we dwell 
in Christ, and Christ in us, we are one 
with Christ, and Christ with us” And if 
we receive unworthily, “for then we are 
euilty of the Body and Blood of Christ our 
Saviour. We eat and drink our own damna- 
tion, not considering the Lord’s Body; we 
kindle God’s wrath against us, we provoke 
him to plague us with a diseases, and 
sundry kinds of death.”’ = 

“To come carelessly,” said the bishop, “is 
the same as ‘counting the Blood of the Cove- 
nant an unholy thing,’ and thus we ‘crucify 
the Son of God afresh, and put him to an 
open shame,’ just as the guilty murderers 
and mockers did in the olden time. Only 
we have the greater sin, because we profess 
to be his friends and followers.” 

“Does God show his wrath against sinners 


by visible judg tents In ms life?” asked Miss 
Bent. 


res. 
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“We have the Scripture warrant for say- 
ing that he sometimes does,” replied the bish- 
op. ‘And how much better for us if our 
punishmer: comes in season to lead us to 
repentance and to save us from endlegs 
misery |” 

“Jt is for this reason,” said Mr. Asher, 
“that we are called upon. ‘Judge therefore ” 
yourselves, brethren, that ye be not judged 
of the Lord; repent ye truly for your sins 
past; have a lively and steadfast faith in 
Christ our Saviour; amend your lives, and — 


be in -pertect. charity with - all men: “so shall = 


ae 


“How searching it. ae ‘said ‘Miss Bent — 


ye be meet pariaiors of _ those holy myste 


re ‘Who can say thatthe Church Loe 


little of her children?” == g 
“Only those who are unfamiliar with our 
Prayer Book,” said Mr. Asher. “Few dis- 
senters know the wondrous. value of what 
is bound up in the three offices, ‘Baptism, 
‘Confirmation, and ‘the Supper of the Lord, 
and in our ‘Church Catechism’—to say noth 
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ing of the rare treasures scattered throughout 
the Liturgy.” 

“It makes me tremble to read what ig re. 
quired of those who come to the Lord’s Sup- 
per,” said Minnie. 

“My precious child,” said the bishop, “it 
is not meant to frighten timid souls; it is but 
to restrain the rash and presumptuous. ‘The 
love of Jesus shines throughout this beautiful 
exhortation, and his humble children will see ~ 
it, and will fly to meet his outstretched mer- 
cy. How can we doubt his love, especially 
in this -feast that so commemorates it ?—hig 
dying love! He spared not his life for us. 
It is for this that the priest continues, 
‘And, above all things, ye must give most 
humble and hearty thanks to God, the Fa- 
ther, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, for the 
redemption of the world by the death and 
passion of our Saviour Christ, both God and 
man; who did humble:-himself, even to the 
death upon the cross, for us miserable sinners, 
who lay in darkness and the shadow of death; 
that he might exalt us to everlasting life.’” 
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Mr. Asher said: “TI suppose, in the very act 
or taking the Bread and the Wine, our prin- 
cipal emotion should be earnest gratitude and 
thanksgiving, that by the death of our Lord Je- 
sus, eternal life is made possible to us sinners.” 

“Yes,” replied the bishop; ‘‘our repentance 
for our sins has preceded our approach to 
the altar, and our souls should then make the 
feast indeed a ‘ Hucharist.’ ” i | 

Mrs. Sands said: “I have been dwelling 
upon the ‘darkness and shadow of death,’ 
‘in which this wretched world lay before the | 
coming of Jesus.” 

“The words give a vivid picture of the ter- 
rors of a wicked world without a Saviour,” 
said the bishop. ‘Not only no light, but 
amid all gloom the constant shadow of that 
dreadful reality from which the natural man 
must always shrink.” 3 | 

“It seems singular that Christians should 
ever forget the sacrifice of the Lord’s death, 
which makes even the grave light to us,” 


said Miss Bent. 
Mrs. Sands read: “ ‘And to the end that we 


“140 COUSIN MINNIE; 


should always remember the exceeding great 
love of our Master and only Saviour Jesug 
Christ, thus dying for us, and the innumer. 
able benefits which by his precious blood. 
shedding he hath obtained for us, he hath 
instituted and ordained holy mysteries, as 
pledges of his love, and for a continual re- 
membrance of his death, to our great and 
endless comfort—to him, therefore, with the 
Father and the Holy Ghost, let us give, as we 
are most bounden, continual thanks, submit- 
ting ourselves wholly to his holy will and 
pleasure, and studying to serve him in true 
holiness and MISUSE all the days of our 
life.’” 

The bishop remarked: « Only he who took — 
upon himself our human nature, and under- 
stands and appreciates all its needs, could have 
provided so sure and blessed a comfort for us 
as these holy mysteries, which bring us into 
such perfect union and communion with each 
other and with himself. The frequent recur- 
rence of this sacred commemoration keeps 
us very near to the cross of our dear Lord 


OR, THE FEAST OF LifR. 141 


and Saviour; and not only this, but our soul 
and our body are nourished and preserved 
by this spiritual food, unto everlasting life, 
What a miracle of God’s love and grace, that 
common things are made to convey to us 
such infinite blessing! The submission and 
service of our whole life is but small return 
for such wondrous good.” : 
Nannette said: “This exhortation belongs 
to the more immediate service of the Lord’s 
Supper, does it not, grandpapa?” 
“Yes, daughter; it begins what is called 
the ‘ Pre-Communion’—what has gone before : 
is the Ante- Communion Service, and is read 
every Lord’s day and every holy day, wheth- 
er the sacred feast is spread or not.” 
“You mean to the end of the prayer fae qe 
_ whole state of Christ's Charch militant,” said = 
Nannette. 7 
Yes.” = | 7 = 
“But the Fibre before the short ie 
tion seems to imply that the longer one 1s | 
addressed to the whole congregation,” said _ 
Mrs. Sands. 
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“It used to be the case,” said the bishop, 
“but now the non-communicants retire either 
before or during the reading, and then when 
the Church is still, and only the obedient chil- 
dren of God remain, the priest is directed to 
make to them this close personal appeal: — 

“«Ye who do truly and earnestly repent 
you of your sins, and are in love and charity 
with your neighbors, and intend to lead a 
new life, following the commandments of 
God, and walking from henceforth in his 
holy ways; draw near with faith, and take 
this holy sacrament to your comfort, and 
-make your humble confession to Almighty 
God, devoutly kneeling.’” 

Uncle Hallam referred to the primitive cus. 
tom of getting nearer to the altar at this sum- 
mons of the priest. He said: ‘It is done in 
some of our churches now, the communicants — 
pressing forward to the front pews, that they 
may be the more ready to go up to the chan- 
cel ‘in order,’ as is directed in the ‘Constitu- 
tions of the Holy Apostles’: ‘ Ooming in order, 
with reverence and holy fear.’” 


OR, THE FEAST OF LIFK. 143 


“Tt saves much confusi 
reculation,” said Mrs. aay, Sa 

aise bishop directed the attention of his 
children to the solemn wording of the appeal. 
“Truly and earnestly’ admit of no careless In- 
terpretation,” he said. “If any soul is insin- 
cere and without real repentance befo 
how dreadful the ee ae se 
and charity’ for our neighbors comprehend 
so much of tender-heartednegs, and forbear- 
ance, and forgiveness; such putting away of 
all anger, and hatred, and malice, and such 
hiding of the faults of others, as few rigidly 
observe. Oh! to be able to follow the letter 
and the spirit of this blessed Communion 
exhortation !” 

“Grandpapa,” said Nannette, “is it not 
possible, at the time of communion, to be 
very sincere and earnest in our repentance, — 
and full of good resolutions to lead a new 
life, and follow God’s commandments, and ~ 
walk in his holy ways, and afterward may 
we not find ourselves very weak, and easily 


led astray?” 
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“T think, daughter, that all earnest regoly. 
~ tions made at the altar of our dying Lord and 
Saviour, receive strength through the holy — 
sacrament of his precious Body and Blood; 
and if we are watchful and prayerful, and try — 
to keep always in the shadow of the crogs, in 


our trials. and our pleasures, and in all our 


every-day life, our weakness will stay itself — 
upon God, and our temptations will not be 
difficult to resist. We are to draw near to 
the holy supper ‘ with faith, you remember— 
faith in the mercy of Him who knows all our 
infirmities, and will graciously heal them.” 
Miss Bent said: ‘This General Confession 
is ordered to be made by the priest and all — 
those who are minded to receive the Holy 
Communion, humbly kneeling.” 7 
The bishop remarked: “The priest kneels 
here, and in the collect before the act of con- 
secration, and when receiving the elements. 
Elsewhere in this Communion Office, he is 
to stand. It is the attitude which the priest 
observed in the service of the temple when - 
the legal sacrifices were offered, and it is 
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appropriate now that our priest offers up the 
incense of prayers, praises, and alms; the 
oblation of ourselves, our souls and bodies; 
and the memorial of the sacrifice of the Lamb 
slain from the foundation of the world.” 
“This confession seems to bear the same 
stamp as that in our morning and evening 


service,” said Mrs. Sands. “Is it algo attrib. 
uted to Melancthon, and to Hermann’s Lit- 
urgy ?” 


“ Yes,” replied the bishop. “ You will trace 
the German idiom. The ‘golden-mouthed,’ 
Chrysostom says that “All the communicants 
were wont to join in the same general prayer 
for mercy;’ and we can see the beautiful pro- 
-_priety of acknowledging in each other's pres- 
ence, before God, our sins and iniquities,” 


CHAPTER VI. 


E call upon God, the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ,” said Uncle Hallam. 
“Tt is a sort of earnest that he who gave for 
us his only-begotten Son, will freely give us 
all things else; and he is our Maker, and will 
surely be pitiful to the work of his own 
hands; and though our Judge, he has re- 
deemed us from death by the precious blood 
of Jesus, so that even when we think of the 
majesty of this first sentence, there is comfort 
in it still.” 

«¢We acknowledge and bewail our mani- 
fold sins and wickedness, which we, from 
time to time, most grievously have com 
mitted, by thought, word, and deed, against 
thy Divine Majesty, provoking most justly 
thy wrath and indignation against us,’” read 
_ Nannette. “Is God provoked?” she asked. 
“Not as men are provoked,” replied her 
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grandfather. “We think of an angry and 
turbulent spirit when we apply that word to 
ourselves; but we must remember that God 
is patient and long-suffering with his re- 
bellious children, and that he strives day and 
night with them, until they grieve him to 
depart, and leave them to the evil that they 
choose. ‘Wrath and indignation’ are words 
that we can understand, but they ought 
never to convey to us the thought of an 
unrighteous anger. God does hate sin; but 


the sinner he loves, and would save to & : = 


uttermost if we would let him. = 

“How hard a heart that must be, that 1S 
not bowed at this solemn moment,” said the 
bishop. ‘The words are full of the deepest 
anguish for sin. ‘We do earnestly repent, 
and are heartily sorry for these our misdo- 
ings; the remembrance of them is grievous — 
unto us; the burden of them is intolerable.’” 
_“% How it brings to me the ‘ pilgrim,’ ‘weary 
of his heavy load,” said Miss Bent. 

The bishop resumed: “The penitent sinner 
feels every transgression as a great weight. 
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He knows what dreadful consequences one 
act of disobedience brought to our world, and 
he can never look lightly upon sin. He cries 
out at the remembrance of his own guilt. 
‘Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 
for thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, for- 
give us all that is past; and grant that we 
may ever hereafter serve and please thee 
in newness of life, to the honor and glory of 
thy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.’” 

Miss Bent said: “I recollect reading about 
one ‘Eurynous, who died and was buried at 
Nicopolis, and was afterwards taken up alive, 
and led a much more holy life than he had 
done before.” 

“Tt is an apt illustration of the Christian 
who dies unto sin, but is alive unto God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord,” said Uncle 
Hallam. 

‘We ask for mercy in the very words of 
King David,” said the bishop. “In the fifty- 
seventh, and the one hundred and twenty 
third Psalms you will find this expression,” 
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“God is not displeased at our importunity, 
is he?” said Miss Bent. ‘Does it come under 
the head of ‘vain repetition, when we beg 
earnestly, over and over again, to him for 
pardon for sin, and release from it?” 

“Oh no, my child,” said the bishop. ‘The 
earnest pleading shows that the soul feels its 
need of a Saviour, and such heartfelt petitions 
are dear to our Heavenly Father.” 

Uncle Hallam quoted the sweet lines from 
Faber: 


* «God loves to be longed for, he loves to be sought, 
For he sought us himself with such longing and love; 
He died for desire of us, marvellous thought ! 
And he yearns for us now to be with him above. 


««‘Then wish more for God, burn more with desire, 
Covet more the dear sight of his marvellous face; 
Pray louder, pray long, for the sweet gift of fire 
To come down on thy heart with its whirlwind of 


2993 


grace. 


__ «J have spoken of the Absolution, when we 
were upon the Morning and Evening Prayer,” 
said the bishop. “I think that it is plain to 
you, my children, that only im the name of 


* 


repentance and trac faith 


of Christ to assure you of the ) 
of your sins; and your own souls w t 
you whether the blessed word of pardon. be- — 


longs to you.” 
“Oh yes, we understand that fully, 


? 


Nannette. ‘We could not think the priestly oe 
Absolution meant for us, while we are we pe 


ning and doing wicked acts.” 
“That sort of superstition can cay belong 


to the most ignorant and evel said = 
Miss Bent. — : = a 

“T think you. said that Te shorter Abele = are —— 
tion was transferred from the Liturgy of Her- SS 


mann, Archbishop of Cologne, to ihe es 


Liturgy, did you not: ee 


SV a5: daughter, we And te in nthe: Uses’ yf ==. 


Sarum and Hereford; but long before either. 2 


Germany or England had it, the Greeks and — 


the Latins were accustomed to it in thet : 


churches, so that it bears the sanction of age.” 
es ee do you mean by ‘Uses,’ grand- 
papa.” a 


gad ae 
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“Forms put forth by different bishops, for 
certain localities. At the time of the Refor. 
mation, there were five of these ‘Uses’ in 
England. Out of these, and Hermann’s, and 
primitive Liturgies, one Liturgy was com- 
piled for the whole country; and this, thank 
God! has come to us in its perfection. It 
seems to me that there is nothing lacking in 
our Prayer Book.” 2 

Miss Bent said: “The words of Scripture 
that follow the Absolution in the Communion 
Office, are full of blessing and assurance. 
Sometimes it seems almost impossible that _ 
God can look with favor upon me; I feel my- 
self to be so weak and sinful; and the first 
real comfort is in the call of Jesus, ‘Come 
unto me, all ye that travail and are heavy. 
laden, and I will refresh you.’ ~ 

“They are well called ‘ comfortable words. 

“And they are spoken to all who truly — 
come to Christ our Saviour,” said the bishop. 
“You are still upon your knees, all you of the 
congregation; the priest, as the messenger of 
God, has pronounced your pardon for all past 


bt ae 


= 


be, O Lord’; but lest you doubt te aor 
spoken by man, the promise of God himself 
is vouchsafed you in the very EE of 
Scripture.” 

Uncle Hallam said: “Dean Comber speaks 
of this ‘persuasion of God’s mercy as our ~ 
shield of faith, without which we should not 
come to this Christian sacrifice. He says 
that the Germans allowed none who had lost 
their shield to come to their sacrifices; and 
he compares fears and misgiving thoughts, | 
doubts and despair, to this loss, which ren- 
dered one unworthy a blessing.” 

“Is not the word ‘travail’ in the first sen- 
tence, the same as labor, in the ancient Eng- 
lish?” asked Mrs. Sands. 

“Yes,” replied the bishop. “It means 
those who labor with great pains and dis- 
tresses, and cry out for relief; and our Lord 
J esus delivers them from the burden of ouilt, | 
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and nails it to his cross, and refreshes them 
with his grace and ‘love.” : 

Nannette read the next sentence; ‘So God 
loved the world, that he gave his only-begot- 
ten Son, to the end that all who believe in 
him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life.’” 

“How new and sweet this gospel always 
sounds,” said the bishop. ‘It can never be 
exhausted, preach and preach as we may. 
The fulness is divine.” 

“Next comes the witness of the Apostles,” 
said Uncle Hallam. ‘“‘Hear also what St. 
Paul saith. This is a true saying, and 
worthy of all men to be received, that 
Christ Jesus came into the world to save 


- sinners.’ ” 


“Did not St. Paul ell himself ‘the chief 
of sinners?’” asked Minnie. 

“Yes,” replied the bishop. “And he had 
felt the miraculous power of that Jesus 
whom he had once persecuted. He could 
well speak to us of this eeu and merciful 


Saviour.” 
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“And St. John, also,” said Uncle Hallam, 
«tells us of Jesus Christ the righteous, who 
is our Advocate with the Father, and is the 
Propitiation for our sins. St. John was that 
‘beloved Disciple’ who could best understand 
the mediation of such a ‘friend of sinners.’ 
If we are afraid because we have so often 
broken the divine laws, Jesus the sinless will 
plead our cause for us; and he will surely pre- 
vail with God, for has he not offered himself 
to pay all our debts? Therefore, if we are 
truly sorry for our sins, and intend to lead a 
new and holy life, we may put aside all 
thought of justice, and remember only God's 
love and mercy toward us, through Christ 
Jesus our Saviour; and we may be ready to 
respond to the priestly exhortation, ‘Lift up 
your hearts.’ ‘We lift them up unto the 
Lord.’” 7 | | 7 

“+ Sursum corda,’ we call that versicle, do 
we not, grandpapa?” 

“Yes, daughter, after the Latin version. I 
wish you and Minnie to observe especially 
this part of the Communion Office—all indeed 


ities 
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of the Prefaces, and the ‘ Trisagium’ or * Ter 
sanctus. There is such holy joy in them— 
such exaltation as should be on the lips and 
in the heart of every one who comes to the 
Eucharistic feast.” 

Uncle Hallam said: “It is wonderful how 
these forms have come down to us from re- 
motest antiquity. There is no primitive Lit- 
urgy that has not almost the very words Bee 
we are now considering.” 

The bishop said: “In the Liturgies of St. 
James, St. Basil, and St. Chrysostom, it is ‘Let 
us lift up our minds and hearts’; and in the 
Apostolical Constitutions are the very words 
that we now use, ‘Lift up your hearts.” 

“You have spoken several times of the 
‘ Apostolic Constitutions, grandpapa, SS = 
are they?” : = 

“A collection or ecclesiastical ane and = 
regulations, purporting to be the work of the 
holy Apostles. Whether genuine or not, 
there are many ancient things contained in 
them that are entitled to our respect.” 
«The traditions of the Church that are not 
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repugnant to the word of God, ought to be 
very dear to her children,” said Uncle Hal- 
lam. “It is a great happiness to me to be 
using the same words that were in the 
mouths of such Christians as St. Clement, St. 
Ambrose, and St. Chrysostom, and a host of 
ancient worthies.”’ 

The bishop then read from the “Golden 
Mouthed”: “‘Take heed ye that in the time 
of the dreadful mysteries are thinking or 
talking of vanity. O man, what dost thou! 
Hast thou not promised the priest who said, 
“lift up your mind and heart,” and thou didst 
reply, “we lift them up”? "| 

“Our hearts must be where our treasure 
is,” said Miss Bent. 7 

Nannette asked: “Is it right to have the 
Holy Communion in seasons of deep hu- 
miliation ?” : : 

The bishop replied: ‘The primitive Chris- 
tians forbore to participate in so Joyous a 
feast at such seasons. The Apostles did eat 
the meat with gladness, and it was always 


accompanied with psalms, and hymns, and 
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spiritual songs. When Aaron was in trouble 
for the loss of his sons, he would not eat of 
the type of this sacrament, lest he should dis- 
please God by eating in his grief.” 

“The lifting up our hearts,” said Uncle 
Hallam, ‘means not only to cast off all de- 
pressing thoughts of our sinfulness, but we 
are to be occupied with the glories of our 
redemption. We are to rise above the world, 
and to dwell for the time being with God, 
and with the holy angels.” 

“The priest then says: ‘ Let us give thanks 
unto our Lord God;’ and the people respond, 
‘It ig meet and right so to do. We all 
know,” said the bishop, “that God alone 
enables us to lift up our hearts, and that it 
is fitting that we return thanks to him for 
so great a joy. Then shall the priest turn to 
the Lord’s Table and say, for himself and the 
congregation, ‘It 1s very meet, right, and our 
bounden duty, that we should at all times, 
and in all places, give thanks unto thee, O 
Lord, Holy Father, EOE Everlasting 
God.’” 


tit 
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Nannette read the rubric: “ ‘Here shall 
follow the Proper Preface, according to the 
time, if there be any especially appointed ; * 
That means for the holy days—Christmas, 
and Easter, and Ascension, and Whit-Sun- 
day, and the Feast of the Trinity,” she 
said. 

“The observance of daily and weekly Com- 
munion gradually falling off, the people were 
careful to come at the time of the most joyous 
festivals of the Church, and in addition to the 
ordinary thanksgiving, there is especial men- 
tion made of the peculiar mercy commem- 
orated on these great feast days. The In- 
carnation of Jesus Christ, ‘Who, by the 
operation of the Holy Ghost, was made very 
man, of the substance of the Virgin Mary his 
mother; and that without spot of sin, to 
make us clean from all sin.” You see how 
the pure doctrines of the Creed are cared for 
and preserved in this Preface, as in all the 
cthers.” 

Minnie read the one for Easter: “‘But 
chiefly are we bound to praise thee for the 
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glorious Resurrection of thy Son Jesus Christ 
our Lord: for he is the very Paschal Lamb, 
which was offered for us, and hath taken 
away the sin of the world; who by his death 
has destroyed death, and, by his rising to life 
again ‘hath restored to us everlasting life.’” 

Nannette read for .\scension Day, ‘‘Through 
thy most dearly beloved Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord; who, after his most glorious Resurrec- 
tion, manifestly appeared to all his Apostles, 
and in their sight ascended up into heaven, 
to prepare a place for us; that where he is, 
thither we pet also ascend, and reign with 
him in glory.” 

“ How it takes in every joy,” said the bish- 
op; “the bodily going up, in the sight of his 
chosen ones,—the reason for his departure, 
that he might ‘prepare a place for us,—and 
the prospect of our bright future w? th him in 
glory.” 
“We are to say these Prefaces for. seven — 
days after the feast. Why is that?” asked 
Minnie. : = 3 

“We imitate the Jews, who, by God's ap- — 
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Christians we should go 
and shadows.” a ; 

“Upon Whit-Sunday we have es lay 
after,” said Minnie. 

“That is because the: next Lord’s day 1s 
Trinity Sunday,” said the bishop, “ ‘and has a 
preface peculiar to itself.” | 

Nannette read: “Through Jesus Christ our 
Lord; according to whose most true promise, 


the Holy Ghost came down as at this time 
from heaven, with a sudden great sound, as 
it had been a mighty wind, in the likeness — 
of fiery tongues, lighting upon the Apostles, _ 
to teach them, and to lead them to all truth; 
giving them both the gift of ‘divers lan-— 
guages, and also boldness with fervent zeal 


constantly to preach the gospel unto all — 
nations; whereby we have been brought out of 
darkness and error into the clear light an) 
true knowledge of thee, and of thy Sone Jesus 
Christ.’” 
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“Did not St. Paul preach the gospel in 
Great Britain, grandpapa?” 

“Yes, daughter; and through Great Rrit- 
ain, we have received the everlasting light 
and true knowledge. ‘There is in this Pref- 
ace a sweet recognition of missionary zeal 
and effort.” 

“The Trinity Preface is short, but very 
full,” said Uncle Hallam, reading aloud,— 
«*Who art one God, one Lord; not only one 
Person, but three Persons in one Substance. 
For that which we believe of the glory of the 
Father, the same we believe of the Son, and — 
of the Holy Ghost, without any difference or 


7 99 


inequality. 
“These Prefaces are very cae said the 


bishop. “ The Latin Church has ten, the last 
added in 1095, in. honor of the blessed Vir- 
gin. 

“We retain only the five which concern 
the principal acts of Christ, and we add to 
each of them the ‘ primitive and triumphant 
hymn,’ which we find in the fourth chapter of 
the Revelation of St. John, and in all the an- 


11 


9 
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cient Liturgies, as well as the Apostolic Con | 
stitutions. The ‘Holy, holy, holy’ is an As- 
cription to each person in the blessed Trinity, 
since Father, Son, and Holy Ghost are con- 
curred in our redemption.” 

“There seems a diversity of practice in 
repeating this Ascription,” said Uncle Hal- 
lam. ‘Some begin with the priest at ‘There- 
fore,’ and some leave it to him alone until 
they come to the word ‘Holy.’” 

“The rubric is plain in our own, as well 
as in the English book,” said the bishop. 

“You mean that we all say it from the 
beginning?” asked Nannette. 

“Yes, daughter, ‘say or sing,’ in the Eng- 
lish book.” : - 

“T notice a substitute for the Trinity Pret- 
ace, the words ‘Holy Father’ being retained 
in the introductory address,” said Mrs. Sands. 

“In the American version we have one. 
It is not in the English book,” said the. 
bishop. 

Nannette read: “‘For the precious death, 
and merits of thy Son Jesus Christ our 
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Lord, and for the sending to us of the 
Holy Ghost, the Comforter; who are one 
with thee in thy Eternal Godhead.’” 

“The first is generally used,” said the 
bishop. ‘With these blessed Prefaces, and 
the heavenly Ascription to the glorious Trin- 
ity, I think our lesson for to-night must close. 
It is very delightful to look over this service 
with you, my dear children. We all seem 
to be brought nearer and nearer to each 
other, as we contemplate the dear Lord, 
who sanctifies the ties of human love. We 
can not forget how our blessed Saviour gave 
up his hfe to make us one with him in the 
eternal home. May he fit us for a closer 
communion, when we shall dwell together 


in heaven!” 


CHAPTER VII. 
ic little party assembled on the next 


evening with peculiar emotions. 

The bishop said: ‘It seems almost as if 
we had come to the Eucharistic feast, so dear 
and solemn are the words that are to occupy 
our thoughts to-night; but before we con- 
sider the form of administering the sacred 
elements, Nannette will please read the ru- 
bric.” 

“Then shall the Priest first receive the 
Communion in both kinds himself, and pro- 
ceed to deliver the same to the Bishops, 
Priests, and Deacons, in like manner (if any 
present), and, aiter that, to the People also 
in order, into their hands, all devoutly kneel 
ing.” 

“There are several points in this rubric, 
that I wish to bring to your notice, as they 
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are of much importance in preventing false 
ideas of the blessed sacrament of the Body 
and Blood of Christ,” said the bishop. “ Our 
priests are not permitted solitary masses, as 
is the cage with the Romanists; there must be 
others to receive with the officiating clergy- 
man. It has been always the custom for the 
clergy to communicate within the chancel, 
before delivering the sacrament to the peo- 
ple, and ‘this is the only difference between 
ecclesiastical and lay communion, and not, 
as the Papists pretend, in the reception. of 
both kinds by the clergy, and the denial of 
the cup to the laity.’ 

“Then there is the direction to coe the 
elements ‘into the hands’ of the pees said 
Miss Bent. 

“That is because the Papists, i in the cor- 
rupt ages of the Church, substituted a water 
for bread, and put it into the mouth of the 
communicant, ‘lest any particle of the Body 
of Christ should be lost or wasted.’ Their 
belief in transubstantiation brought about 


the withholding the cup entirely from the 
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laity, for fear ‘that the Blood should be spilt. 
Thus we see how one error leads to another, 
until all the precious truths of the gospel are 
perverted by men.” 

“The posture of kneeling seems the only 
fitting one while we receive,” said Uncle 
Hallam. ‘We are taking this feast as from 
the hand of God—the priest representing the 
ereat Master, and it is but proper that we 
humbly and reverently kneel, as we would 
do if a favor were bestowed upon us by an 
earthly prince. Even if the Church had not 
prescribed this posture, our own sense of 
propriety would impel us to it.” 

“There was a time when the Orientals 
stood,” said the bishop; ‘‘but St. Basil says, 
“it was with fear and trembling, with silence, | 
and downcast eyes.’” 

Uncle Hallam said: ‘‘ Kneeling is the cus- 
tom now in both the Greek and Latin Church- 
es, as well as with Lutherans, and nearly all 
the Christian world.” 

Mrs. Sands asked: “Did not the posture 
of the Apostles at the time of the institution 
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of the Lord’s Supper, indicate that God looks 
more to the inner spirit, than to the outward 
manner?” 

“T am glad you have put that question,” 
said the bishop. ‘There can be no doubt 
that our blessed Lord looks always at the 
condition of the heart, rather than at a for- 
mal outward prostration; but we may gather 
from his own reverent posture, while as a 
man he knelt in prayer to the Father, that 
he loves in us-such action as represents our 
inward humility; and as we are supposed to 
be praying while we receive, this lowly atti- 
tude seems to me the only suitable one. 

“The Passover, in the time of our Lord 
Jesus, was observed with the posture of free- 
dom, in memory of the deliverance of the 
Israelites from the bondage of Egypt. It 
was a special posture. At other meals they 
sat erect, as we do at our table; but ‘at time 
of Passover they were obliged to use this lean- 
ing composure, half reclining upon beds or 
couches, their left elbow upon the table, their 
head leaning upon the hand, or resting upon 
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the breast of the next neighbor (as did St. 
John’s upon the bosom of Jesus), their legs 
under them, and their feet lying out be- 
hind, to show their perfect liberty from all 


929 


servitude. 
“Tt is the plea of some that it is idolatry 


to kneel,” said Mrs. Sands. 

“That comes of the Romish doctrine of the 
Real Presence—the bread, which is a ‘creat- 
ure’ of God, being changed into our Lord’s 
Body, and the wine, which is also a ‘creat- 
ure,’ being changed into his Blood. To kneel 
with any adoration of these elements, would 
indeed be idolatry; but if we bow our knees 
in deep humility, with the inward sense of 
our unworthiness before God, and if we lift 
up our hearts to that Saviour who has died 
to accomplish*our salvation, and who now 
sits at the right hand of the Father to make 
intercession for us, it is no idolatry or ado- 
ration.” 

0 more than to kneel with the Prayer 
Book or Bible before us,” said Miss Bent. 
Mrs. Sands called attention to the expla- 
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hations at the end of the Communion Office 
in the English Book of Common Prayer: 

. «¢ Whereas, it 1s ordained in this office for 
the administration of the Lord’s Supper, that 
the communicants shall receive the same 
kneeling (which order is well meant for a 
signification of our humble and_ grateful 
acknowledgment of the benefits of Christ 
therein given to all worthy receivers, and 
for the avoiding of such profanation and 
disorder in the Holy Communion, as might 
otherwise ensue), yet, lest the same kneeling 
should by any persons, either out of ignor- 
ance or infirmity, or out of malice and obsti- 
nacy, be mis-construed and depraved, it is 
hereby declared that thereby no adoration is 
intended, or ought to be done, either unto the 
sacramental bread and wine there bodily re- 
ceived or unto any corporeal presence of 
Christ's natural Flesh and Blood. For the 
sacramental bread and wine remain still in 
their very natural substances, and therefore 
may not be adored (for that were idolatry, 
to be abhorred of all faithful Christians), and 
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the natural Body and Blood of our Saviour 
Christ are in heaven, and not here; it being 
against the truth of Christ’s natural Body to 
be at one time in more places than one.’” 

“But the bread and the wine are more to 
us than common bread and wine,” said the 
bishop. ‘I wish you fully to understand that 
although they are not corporeally changed, 
they are by consecration, or holy prayer to 
God, made to us the visible signs of an inward 
and spiritual grace, and do not merely figure 
to us the breaking of Christ’s Body, and the 
shedding of his Blood, but are pledges of a 
real part and portion given us in the death 
and sufferings of our dear Lord Jesus; that is, 
if we are faithful recipients. So says Bishop 
Patrick, in his commentary upon this sub- 
ject.” | 

“Tt seems to me that all the glory and sa- 
eredness of the Eucharistic feast are made but 
mockery and profanity, by the bowings, and 
genuflexions, and changes from the simplicity 
of our Lord’s institution,” said Mrs. Sands. 

The bishop responded: “It is but charity 
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to believe that those who adopt these perver- 
gions are sincere in their worship; but it 1s 
none the less our duty to strive against all 
error, and to pray that the unblemished truth 
may prevail among Christians, and that all 
the world may return to the pure faith once 
delivered to the saints.” 

“Some say that there is no command in the 
Scriptures for women to participate in this 
Holy Communion,” said Miss Bent. 

Mr. Asher remarked: “There needed no 
direct command. The Passover embraced 
both men and women. The women were 
bound by an express law, to be present at 
the Passover. In forming the societies that 
were severally to eat the lambs, ordinarily 
men, women and children, masters and ser- 
vants (if circumcised) were entertained to- 
gether; and there could not be fewer than 
ten persons, nor more than twenty, at the 
eating of a lamb.” - 

Miss Bent said: “That reminds me of the 
rubric in the Communion Office of the Eng- 
lish book, that ‘There shall be no celebration 
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of the Lord’s Supper, except there be a cons 
venient number to communicate with the 
priest, according to his discretion ;’ and that 
‘If there be not above twenty persons in the 
parish, of discretion to receive the Holy Com- 
munion, yet there shall be no Communion, 
except four (or three at least) communicate 
with the priest.’” 7 

The bishop said: ‘Besides this practice 
among the Israelites of the women partaking 
of the Paschal Lamb, we have the New Testa- 
ment Scripture, that the women continued 
with one accord in prayer and supplication 
with the Apostles; and that the promise of 
the Holy Ghost was unto all who should be- — 
lieve, and repent, and be baptized; and that 
thousands of souls were added unto the 
Apostles, and continued steadfastly in the 
Apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in 
breaking of bread, and in prayers. Then we 
have also the practice of the ages, from earli- 
est Christianity, that women were admitted 
to the holy feast.” 


Cousin Minnie asked: “ What is the mean 
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ing of giving the bread and wine to the peo- 
ple in ‘order’?” 

“Tn their turn,” said the bishop. “First to 
the clergy—bishop, priests, and deacons,— 
and then to the people; and it may also 
mean, with due regard to the propriety of 
‘ their coming in small companies to surround 
the chancel. 

“St. Paul cautions the Corinthians against 
any irregularity or disorderliness in the re- 
ception of the Lord’s Supper. There should 
be no unseemly haste, each taking before 
other his own supper; no rude pushing for 
precedence at the Lord’s table, that we may 
speedily partake, and leave holy services for 
a morsel of common meat at a home dinner.” 

“That has always seemed so singular to 
me,” said Miss Bent. There is such joy in 
‘the services of the sanctuary, that I could 
stay all day without a thought of earthly 
food.” | 
“We come now to the words of adminis- 
tration,” said the bishop. “The first part, 
‘The Body,’ or ‘The Blood of our Lord Jesus 
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Christ,’ was the only form used in St. Am: 
brose’s time, at the delivery of the bread and 
wine, to which the people said ‘Amen.’ The 
next words, ‘preserve thy body and soul unto 
everlasting life,’ were added by St. Gregory, 
but not exactly in this form. It was simply, 
‘The Body of our Lord Jesus Christ pre- 
serve thy soul. Amen.’ The two forms were 
united in the first book of Edward VI. The 
second book of Edward left them out, and 
had only the latter part of our present form, 
‘Take and eat this, in remembrance that 
Christ died for thee, and feed on him in thy 
heart by faith, with thanksgiving;’ or ‘Drink 
this in remembrance that Christ's Blood was 
shed for thee, and be thankful.’ In Queen 
Elizabeth’s time, it was arranged and ordered 
as in our Book of Common Prayer. The 
Scotch Liturgy has only the first clause, as 
in the first book of Edward VI.” 

“T am so glad that we have the two 
united,” said Nannette. “The present’ form 
seems to me perfect.” 

“T should not like either of them left out,’ 
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said the bishop. “It may be that a lite ‘long 
use has made them very precious to me; 
but to every thoughtful mind they must be 
full of holy meaning. The Roman Church 
has not the words of Christ, ‘Take and eat 
this,’ etc.” 

“Of course not,” said Mr. Asher; “the 
form is aptly chosen by our branch of the 
Church Catholic, to put away the Romish 
error. The distinction is obvious between 
‘the Body and Blood that are to preserve 
our body and soul,’ and ‘this bread and wine 
which God makes a sign and pledge of his 
sacramental grace to us.’” 

“Ought we to say ‘Amen’ after the first 
sentence ?” asked Cousin Minnie. 

“Yes, daughter,” replied the bishop; ‘that 
word is, or should be, the earnest prayer that 
the blessings and benefits of our Lord’s cruci- 
fied Body and shed Blood may surely be ours.” 

Miss Bent said: “It is proper to receive 
the elements with ungloved hands, is it not?” 

“Yes, my child,” replied, the bishop. ‘St. 
Cyril directs the communicant to ‘receive 


right hand, SEE he 
left, thus forming a cross. 
“T hesitate to speak of such things, 
they seem to some an essential, rather than — 
a simple propriety. I desire, my dear chil- 
dren, to observe all the decencies of our holy 


religion, from the inward promptings of the 


soul. There is a certain delicacy that would 


prevent me from taking | the consecrated = 


bread with gloved palm, and the impulse = 


should be to stretch out both hands for the 3 
cup of blessing; but oh! let the main thought — 


dwell upon the inestimable ‘bread of heaven, 
that is to save both soul and body from the 
power of eternal death, and that fountain of 

all cleansing, which will wash out every de- 

_filement, and make us meet for communion — 
with the holy God. My dear children, if 
ever we approach within sight of the celes- 
tial joys while we are upon the earth, it is 
when we are kneeling for such strengthening 


and refreshing, as will enable us to discern — 
the Lord’s Body. 
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“Let us strive, then, to keep our minds 
fixed during the whole Communion season, 
upon that glorious world—that kingdom of 
heaven, which has been opened to all be- 
lievers by him who suffered in his own Body 
on the Cross, that he might overcome for 
us the sharpness of death.” 

Miss Bent said: ‘I have found great Soh in 
my ‘Companion to the Altar.’ One’s thoughts 
are so apt to wander, that it is well to have 
some aid to devotion while the people are 
communicating.” | | 

“The time is so short, that we Suet to 
be able to spend it in heavenly meditations, 
without worldly distractions,” said the bish- 
op. ‘We must remember those who are re- 
ceiving, and pray for them as well as our- 


selves. We are bound together in a sweet 


and mystical union in this holy sacrament. 
Our hearts must be full of love toward every 
member of Christ, our glorious Head. The 
gentle steps of the dear pastor, drawing near 
to each one who covets and seeks celestial — 
food, must bring to mind the pierced feet 
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of Jesus coming to us with the great salva. 
tion. The hands of the priest, held out toa 
us with the bread and the wine, should make 
us think of the pierced hands of Jesus, all 
day long outstretched to nourish and to 
bless us. The taking of the sacred emblems 
should fill us with everlasting thanksgiving 
and joy for that promise of our dear Lord, 
‘If any man hear my voice; and open the 
door, I will come in to him, and will sup 
with him, and he with me.’” 

Mrs. Sands asked: “Is it obligatory to 
kneel throughout the whole time of the cele- 
bration of the holy Eucharist ?” 

“The Church has no rule in this respect,” 
said the bishop. ‘It is left to every devout 
soul, to spend the time after communicating, 
in such way as shall most conduce to his 
spiritual advancement; but it is most un- 
seemly to be gazing around, with careless, 
irreverent posture, as if we who have re- 
ceived have no prayers or praises to offer 
for ourselves, or for our brethren who are 
participating in the blessed feast. To some 


~ 
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there is absolute physical pain in long kneel- 
ing, and the bodily torture unfits the mind 
for holy contemplation; therefore each per- 
son must judge for himself what shall be 
his outward posture; but let the spirit be 
deeply humble before Almighty God, and 
filled with truest reverence and love.” 
Cousin Minnie bowed her head in her 
hands. The time was drawing so near when 
she would have this high privilege of the 
“holy mysteries,” and be ‘a very member 
incorporate in the mystical Body of God's 
dear Son, which is the blessed company of 
all faithful people.” She did not forget that 
she had been from infancy “a member of 
Christ, a child of God, and an inheritor of 
the kingdom of heaven,” but she felt that 
the sacrament of the Body and Blood of 
Christ “admits into a closer union with 
Jesus, than the soul ever knows before,” that 
to “eat of that meat and to drink of that 
cup,” makes us indeed “one with Christ,” and 
seals to the faithful that covenant, which 


promises the everlasting kingdom. 
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Uncle Hallam called attention to the ru- 
bric concerning the consecration of more 
bread and wine, if necessary. He said: “Ii 
the old custom of sending to the priest the 
names of all who would be present prevailed 
now, we should never come to this emer- 
gency of spending the consecrated elements 
before all have communicated.” 

“The need rarely occurs,” said the bishop. 
“The clergy soon learn to judge with toler- 
able accuracy how to provide. If any of 
the consecrated elements remain, they are 
reverently placed upon the table, and cov- 
ered with a fair linen cloth.” 

“It is a departure, then, if a scarlet cloth 
is used,” said Miss Bent. 

The bishop remarked: “There is a man- 
ifest importance in every rule laid down in 
the Prayer Book, therefore all these rubrics 
should be strictly adhered to. The Church 
had been brought out of such great tribu- 
lation, and superstition, and heresies, that 
God seems to have hedged it about pur- 
posely with these laws and restraints, and 
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CHAPTER VIIL. 


R. ASHER said, “The Lord’s Prayer 
comes in very sweetly alter we have 
obeyed his dying injunction, ‘Do this in re- 
membrance of me.’ People who abruptly 
leave the house of God, as soon as they 
have communicated, lose a very precious 
part of the devotions.” | 
“Moreover it is an act of disrespect,” said 
the bishop. ‘We would not so carelessly 
leave our own table, much less the house 
of our host, and how can we rush so un- 
ceremoniously from the table and the house 
of our God. There are occasions when it 1s 
a necessity; God will know and pardon these; 
but all light and needless excuses are vain 
before him. ‘He will not suffer his honor 
to be given to another.’ ” 


“We call what follows the reception, the 
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Post Communion, do we not?” asked Cousin 
Minnie. 

“Yes, daughter,” replied the bishop, ‘and 
you will see how fitting a sequel it is to 
the previous service.” 

“It is a thanksgiving after our great 
Feast,” said Nannette. 

“The Lord’s Prayer is said to have been 
always used just where we have it in the 
office for the Holy Communion,” said Uncle 
Hallam. “It concludes with the doxology, 
‘for thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever and ever, amen’; and 
that is designed as an act of praise for the 
benefits received in the holy sacrament.” 

“The next prayer,” said the bishop, “is 
the eucharistic prayer, or the thanksgiving 
that God vouchsafes to feed us who have 
duly received these holy mysteries, with the 
spiritual food of the most precious Body and 
Blood of his Son our Saviour Jesus Christ; 
and does assure us thereby of his favor and 
goodness toward us, and that we are very 
members incorvorate in the mystical body 
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of his dear Son, which is the blessed com- 
pany of all faithful people. This sentiment 
or truth, comes in so appropriately after our 
Lord’s Prayer, in which we acknowledge 
ourselves as brethren—the children of ‘Our 
Father” The thanksgiving continues, ‘and 
are also heirs through hope of thy ever- 
lasting kingdom, by the merits of the most 
precious death and passion of thy dear Son.’” 

“Tt seems singular,” said Mrs. Sands, “that 
people are so highly elated by the hope and 
expectation of earthly wealth, and yet regard 
so lightly the heavenly inheritance. I know 
what it is to look more eagerly for the things 


of time, than for the things of eternity, butas ~ 


I draw near to the grave, I thank God that 
the riches of this world seem but dross, in 
comparison with the wealth that can not 
perish.” 

“The everlasting kingdom,” said the bish- 
op. “What glory in the words! When we | 
think that if all the earthly potentates were 
to pour their riches into this kingdom of 
heaven, they would contribute nothing in 
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comparison with what is laid up for those 
who love God, we can in some degree con- 
ceive what the divine glories must be; only 
in a small degree, however.” 

Mr. Asher said: ‘“ One of the sweetest of all 
joys, 1s the Christian communion, and the 
communion with all saints. We have that 
here in its imperfectness; but we say, ‘And 
we most humbly beseech thee, O heavenly — 
Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that 
we may continue in that holy fellowship, and 
do all such good works as thou hast prepared 
for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy 
Ghost, be all honor and glory, world with- 
out end. Amen.’” 

‘We may prove unworthy this fellowship,” 
said the bishop; “we may cast it off, and 
walk with the ungodly, and. we may fail to 
deserve it through our indolence. The an-— 
gels and saints are diligent to do God's holy = 
will, and if we continue in the holy fellowship — 
we must do good works. We can not be 
merely contemplative Christians. There is — 
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no such thing as a child of God, except he 
bring forth the fruits of the Spirit. Re- 
member this, my children, and work while 
the day lasts, or you will surely lose the 
blessing and the reward, and be cast out 
from the company of the redeemed.” 

“Grandpa,” said Nannette, “I wonder that 
we do not walk the earth with a lighter step 
when we feel ourselves to be the children of 
such a father as God. Iam so proud of you, 
and love you so, that as I think of my relation- 
ship I could sing for gladness.” | 

“You have the true idea, daughter. The 
Church contemplates just this state in those 
who are allied to the dear Lord by a precious 
adoption. She teaches us to break forth in 
the angelical hymn, ‘Glory be to God on high, 
and on earth peace, good will towards men. 
We praise thee, we bless thee, we worship 
thee, we glorify thee, we give thanks to thee 
for thy great glory, O Lord God, heavenly 
King, God the Father Almighty.’” 

“We call it the angels’ hymn, not only 
from the first part, that was sung by them 


~ 
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at the nativity of our Lord Jesus, but also 
from the last, which is an echo of the 
heavenly voices that we read of in the Rev 
elations of St. John the divine,” said Mr. 
Asher. 

“The whole is an Ascription to the blessed 
Trinity,” said the bishop. ‘The second part 
is especially addressed to our gracious Re- 
deemer, ‘O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Je 
sus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son 
of the Father, that takest away the sins of 
the world, have mercy upon us. Thou that 
takest away the sins of the world, have mercy 
upon us. Thou that takest away the sins of 
the world, receive our prayer. Thou that sit- 
test at the right hand of God the Father, have 
mercy upon Us. 

«“‘For thou only art holy; thou only art the 
Lord; thou only, O Christ, with the Holy 
Ghost, art most high in the glory of God 
the Father. Amen.” 

“ How blessed it is!” said Miss Bent. “It 
is tre!y called ‘angeica:’; but who composed | 
this exact form?” 


S 
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«The first part of it 1s as ancient as the lit 
urgy of St. James, and you know he was ona 
of the Apostles, and the first bishop of Jeru- 
salem,” said Mr. Asher. “The latter portion 
is variously ascribed. Some say it was by St 
Hilary, bishop of Poictiers, and others by 
Telesephorus, about the year of our Lord 139 
It is also said that ‘with very little difference, 
this hymn is found in Clement's Constitutions, 
book seventh, chapter forty-eighth.’” 

«Tam glad to learn all these things about 
so ancient and beautiful a hymn,” said Miss 
Bent. “Was not St. Hilary very zealous 
against the Arian heresy?” 

“Yes,” replied the bishop; “and his zeal 
drew upon him the enmity and persecution of 
the party with Saturninus at its head, who 
prevailed on the emperor Constantius to exile 
him to Phrygia. He staid’ there four years, 
and then was permitted to return to his see, | 
where he lived till the year 367. His argu- 
ments against Arianism are to be valued by 
all who love the honor of our Lord Christ. 


We must not fail to distinguish him from the 
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bishop of Arles, who was not quite orthodox 
in his religious views.” 

“Telesephorus was bishop of Rome in the 
year of our Lord 150,” said Mr. Asher. ‘‘We 
know that the Gloria in Excelsis was of very 
ancient use in the Eastern Church. The 
Roman missal puts it in the beginning of the 
office; but it seems appropriately placed in 
our book, after we have participated in the 
holy sacrament of the Body and Blood of our — 
Lord and Saviour.” 

= The poopie. always join ears in ‘this : 
hymn of praise,” said Miss Bent; “but I wish 
we could oftener have Zeuner's excellent 
music for it. That which is generally sung ~ 

is not easy for the congregation. — IT almost 
invariably hear discords. It is better adapted 
for a quartette choir.” == 

Nannette said, Gann it would be — 
very singular for us to keep. ‘silent, when the 
angels are rejoicing Over every sinner that 
repenteth, would it not?” 

“Strange indeed,” gaid the bishop. “And 
we must never forget how fe a privilege 
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it is to join with the celestial choir, and we 
must strive to sing with their pure spirit, 
so far as is possible, casting out all things 
fom our souls that is not in harmony with 


heaven.” 
“ How fitting it 1s, that after this high ser- 


vice, and our obedience to the dying com- 
mand of Jesus, we should have the blessing 
of peace,” said Uncle Hallam. 

“Jt is in accordance with our Lord’s act 
toward his disciples after his last meal with 
them before he was parted from them,” said 
the bishop. “The first part of our precious 
benediction is taken from Philippians iv. 6, 7, 
and the latter part is from the Old Testament 
Scripture, Numbers vi. 24—26. 

“This blessing of peace we should receive 
as from God himself. If the bishop is present 
he pronounces it, and priests and deacons are 
upon their knees with the people. We are 
not to repeat it, but we should silently pray 
that we may be worthy to have this peace 
rest upon us.” 


“You spoke to us of the ‘major benediction’ 
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when we were upon the Morning Prayer,” said 
Nannette. 

«JT am glad you remember, daughter,” said 
the bishop. “The usual benediction with the 
Greeks was ‘Go in Peace’ or the like words; 
but it seems to me that nothing is lacking, in 
this, our admirable combination of the Mosaic 
and Christian forms. It does indeed appear 
as if it was ‘by the aid of the Holy Ghost,’ 
that our invaluable Book of Common Prayer 
was compiled with all of its various devout 
offices. 

“See how in this blessed communion ser- 
vice we are led higher and higher, in our 
sublime worship of Almighty God, until the 
peace that passeth all understanding is 
truly ours, through God’s gracious benedic- 
tion. O, my dear children, how can we 
ufficiently estimate the preciousness of such 
an institution as this supper of our Lord, 
which is divinely appointed to bring us into 
direct communication with the Saviour of 
our souls! 

“Is it possible that any for whom Christ 
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has died, and for whom he has provided this 
rich Feast for a perpetual remembrance of his 
death, and for the constant strengthening 


and refreshing, and keeping alive his grace 


within us, can turn away and choose in- 
stead the beggarly elements of this wicked 
world?” 

Mr. Asher said: “The six collects that are 
added, are for occasional use, ‘at the disc~?- 
tion of the minister, after the collects of 
the morning or evening prayer or commun= 
ion. They breathe the very spirit of the 
Bible, and are taken from it almost word 
for word. They ask for safety in worldly 
changes, for preservation of our souls and 
bodies, for a blessing on God’s word, for di- 
rections and success in all our undertakings, 
for pardon for imperfections in our former 
prayers, and for the acceptance of such of 
our devotions as have been according to 
God's holy will.” 

“They fall pleasantly on the ear, and al- 
ways reach the heart of a true and devout 
Christian Churchman,” said Uncle Hallam, 


Say 
Te RAN aa 
Mh a Vike 
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“There is aring in these prayers that we find 
in nothing extempore; certainly they catch 
the inspiration of heaven, and bring it down 
to earth; and our souls are lifted by it, to the 
very presence of him who loves the earnest 
petitions of his children, and will surely 
grant what is best for us to obtain.” 

Nannette said; “There is one more rubric 
at the end of our Communion Office. ‘Upon 
the Sundays and other Holy Days (if there be 
no Sermon or Communion) shall be said all 
that is appointed at the Communion, unto 
the end of the Gospel concluding with the 
Blessing.’ 

«¢And if any of the Sonee ated Bread and _ 


Wine remain after the Communion, it shall — = 


not be carried out of the Church; but the 
~ Minister and other communicants shall, im- — 
mediately after the Beene ie eat 


‘and drink the same.’ | 
The bishop said: “ There has bean. on the 


part of some, a misunderstanding of the first 
portion of this rubric, owing to its peculiar 
construction; but the House of Bishops, at a 


13 
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Convention held in Philadelphia in 1821, de- 
clared the sense of the words in parentheses, 
to be, ‘Although there be no Sermon or Com- 
munion,’ therefore the Ante-Communion ser- 
vice is to be said on every Lord’s day, and on 
every holy day.” 

Mrs. Sands asked: ‘‘Are we not accused 
of superstition in our observance of the latter 
part of this rubric?” 

The bishop said: ‘Only by such as have no 
especial sense of the fitness of things, or by 
persons who have been brought up to regard 
us as holding the Romish idea of transubstan- 
tiation. The remains of the consecrated ele- 
ments have from the earliest ages been pre- 
served from common uses. Sometimes they 
were sent to the sick and absent members of - 
the Church, and to prisoners, and penitents 
at the point of death. Sometimes they were 
burned, and in the year 1662 they were or- 
dered to be eaten and drank in the church, 
by the clergy and the other communicants, 
as the custom had been in primitive times. 
This was in order to prevent the carrying 


OR, THE FEAST OF LIFE. 195 


about, and lifting up of the elements, to be 
gazed upon in adoration as the Romanists 
used to do, and as our branch of the Church, 
in her twenty-sixth and twenty-eighth arti- 
cles expressly forbids.” 

‘“T find in the English book several mba 
that we have not,” said Mrs. Sands. 

“You mean the one saying that ‘the bread 
and wine shall be provided by the curate and 
the church wardens, at the charges of the 
parish,” said Mr. Asher. “Another, that 
‘every parishioner shall communicate at the 
least three times in the year, of which Kaster 
is to be one; and yearly at Haster every pa- 
rishioner shall reckon with the parson, vicar, 
or curate, or his or their deputy or deputies, 
and pay to them or him all ecclesiastical du- 
ties, accustomably gee then and at that time 
to be paid.’” 

“ You will perceive,” said the alge “that. 
the first part of this rubric might make one 
careless of his duty, which is to take upon 
every possible occasion, the Lord's Supper; 
and the latter part refers especially to the — 
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tithes paid to the clergy, according to the 
English laws of Church and State. 

“The next rule, concerning the alms at 
the Communion Offertory, we have in sub- 
stance at the end of the Scriptural sen- 
tences.” 

Nannette said: “It has been so pleasant 
to go over this service, grandpapa, that I al- 
most wish we were to begin it again.” 

The bishop replied: ‘*My words of expla- 
nation have been very feeble. It is impos- 
sible for man to do justice to such a theme. 
Recollect that I have not presumed to inter- 
pret the divine mysteries; I have only given — 
you the Church’s view of this holy sacra- 
ment, so far as God has been pleased to re- 
veal it to her. What he has reserved, we 
have no right to attempt to look into, until 
such time as he shall make all the wonders 
of his grace plain to us in his everlasting 
kingdom. 

“TI desire now, that we all meditate much 
upon the love of Jesus, as manifested in this 
wondrous provision for our spiritual growth 
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and strength, and that when on All Saints’ 
Day, we kneel at the altar of our dear Lord, 
we may truly and heartily offer ourselves, 
our souls and bodies unto him, to be a rea- 
sonable, holy, and living sacrifice; and that 
we may, in the worthy reception of his con- 
secrated creatures of bread and wine, dis- 
cern, after an heavenly and spiritual manner, 
the Body and Blood of him who was cruci- 
fied for us, that he might preserve us, body 
and soul, unto everlasting life.” 


CHAPTER IX. 


HE bright festival of All Saints had come 
at last. Minnie had been constant in 
prayer and thoughtful meditation upon the 
renewal of her baptismal covenant. She 
knew how solemn a thing it is to make a 
perfect consecration of one’s self “to him 
who merits all our love.” Her desire was 
to do with the whole heart and soul what 
she was about to promise, and her loving 
Lord helped her to reach the morning of 
that blessed day with a steadfast purpose to 
lead a new and holy life. 

A few of the golden and crimson leaves 
yet lingered upon the shrubs and trees. The 
light of the Indian summer seemed to shoot 
over into the November month. 

Nannette and Minnie had risen early, and 
after private devotions, had gone out into 


a 
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the beautiful park, where they walked, talk- 
ing together of the holy service in which 
they were soon to be engaged. 

“It seems here almost like the Garden of 
Eden, where God talked with Adam,” said 
Nannette, ‘only we are trying to obey our 
Heavenly Father, and so are not afraid of 
his voice, as it calls to us among’ the trees.” 

“J think that, but for your grandfather's 
gentle teachings, I could never have felt 
such sweet confidence in God's love,” said 
Minnie. “It must be dreadful to be afraid 
of God,—to wish to hide one’s self from him 
whose eye is all-secing. Now I want him 
to be close beside me, and to watch always 
over me. Oh! if I can be kept as the apple 
of his eye, and under the shadow of his 
almighty wing!” 

The bishop was but a step behind the dear 
children. His heart yearned after them as 
the heart of Jesus yearns toward those who 
are trying to live unto him. 

Seating them beside him on a bench by 
the “great fountain,” he spoke earnestly of 


mn 
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the all-cleansing power of the blood of Jesus 
he told them that after they had striven 
with their might to lead a consistent Chris- 
tian life, and yet could see how many 
were the times of stumbling, and imperfec- 
tion, it would be to them such peace to rest 
on the merits of that spotless Saviour, and 
to feel that the crimson stream which flowed 
from his blessed side would make them 
white and clean in the dear Father’s eyes, 
so that he would impute to them the right- 
eousness of his beloved Son. 

The good bishop knew very well the tim- 
idity of the young disciple, and what tender- 
ness and encouragement are needed to help 
such in the first faltering step; so he dwelt 
on the love, and the mercy, and the sweet 
pity of Jesus for his children here in this 
wilderness of sin. And Minnie knew that 
we are not left alone to battle with the hosts 
of Satan, but that “they that are with us 
are more than they that are against us,” 
and that with a firm reliance on the divine 
help, we can have the victory. 
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“All Saints’ Day is a delightful season 
for the giving up of one’s self to God,” said 
the bishop. ‘It is no small joy to be united 
to the redeemed who are in Paradise, and to 
feel ourselves one with the Church of God 
there, as well as here.” 

‘‘Grandpapa,” said Nannette, ‘how pre- 
cious the prayer is for this day! ‘O Al-— 
mighty God, who hast knit together thine 
elect in one communion and fellowship, in 
the mystical body of thy Son, Christ our 
Lord, grant us grace so to follow thy blessed 
saints in all virtuous and godly living, that - 
we may come to those unspeakable joys 
which thou hast prepared for those who» 
unfeignedly love thee, thtoue) Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.’” 

“It is indeed precious,” a the bien: : 
“as are also all the services for this day.” — 

«We put away the many festivals of Rome, 
and unite the commemoration of all the vir- 
quous dead in one feast, do we not?” 

“Yes, and we must recollect, in our ob- 


servance of this holy day, that it originated 


Zz 
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in the destruction of idol worship in the hea- 
then Pantheon at Rome, in the seventh cen- 
tury, and the dedication of the place as a 
Christian temple, and to the honor of ‘all 
martyrs.’ It used to be celebrated upon the 
first of May, but was, in the ninth century, re- 
moved to the first of November, and from 
the days of the Reformation, has been de- 
voted to the memory of ‘All Saints.’” 

“It does not in any way embrace the 
Romish doctrine of the invocation of saints, 
does it?” . 

“Oh no, my child; it is but God the Fa- 
‘ther, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, to whom 
we may pray. But it is pleasant to think 
of our dear departed ones on this sacred 
festival, and of the holy ones of all the ages, 
who have gone hence in the Lord, and have 
left us the glorious heritage of their good 
examples. We owe it to the memory of 
those who have made this life beautiful and 
fragrant with their many virtues, to dwell 
upon these virtues, and to try and imitate 
_ them. You remember how our Lord Jesus 
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said of the good deed done vnto him by the 
gentle Mary, ‘Verily I say unto you, where- 
ssoever this gospel is preached in the whole 
world, there shall also this that this wom- 
an hath done, be told for a memorial of 
her.’ 

“The worthy deeds done to his children 
on earth, our blessed Lord accepts as done 
unto himself, and it is right to speak to each 
other of the holy works of the departed, and 
to pray to be as faithful and diligent as these 
servants of God have been.” 

“How blessed the lessons for this day! 
grandpapa,” said Nannette. “I shall never 
forget two things in the ‘Wisdom of Solo- 
mon,’ concerning the Christian dead: ‘There 
shall no torment touch them,’ and ‘They 
shall receive a beautiful crown of gold.’” 

The bishop said: “All the chapters for to- 
day are aptly chosen. Those from the New 
Testament give us the example of the faithful 
ones, who walked as strangers and pilgrims 
upon the earth, seeking a better country, and 
embracing the heavenly promises, though 
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seeing them afar. off, choosing rather to sufter 
affliction with the people of God, than to ens 
joy the pleasures of sin for a season, and look- 
ing to the reward which was to come by and 
by in the eternal kingdom.” 
“You quote from Hebrews, grandpapa?” 
“Yes, daughter, that glorious chapter that 
is to strengthen our faith, And then we 
have a vision of the marriage supper of the 
Lamb, when the multitudes shall be gathered 
together before ‘the Word of God,’ the * King 
of kings and Lord of lords, that ‘ Word that 
was made flesh and dwelt among us, and gave 
himself to be the life of a dying world. 
‘There is a glowing picture of the Church, 
the Bride of Christ,—his Wife, made ready,— 
arrayed in fine linen, clean and white. There 
is gladness and rejoicing, small and great 
erying ‘Alleluia,’ ‘Amen,’ ‘Alleluia.’ Jesus, 
the Word, ‘the King, ‘the Lord,’ is repre- 
sented as clothed with a vesture dipped in 
blood. 
“To those who have been cleansed by the 
red flow from Calvary, this vesture will have 
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no terror. It will be beautiful, and very pre- 
cious. But for it, our own robes would be 
black with the defilement of sin, instead of 
white, and clean, and pure.” 

The little party arose and walked silently 
to the house. Each soul was intent on the 
joys that came from the love of God. The 
faces of all shone with a cheerful glow... None 
but the true and earnest Christian can have a 
celestial light upon his brow. There is an 
obvious distinction between the eladness 
that is begotten of this world, and ine perfect 
peace that comes from above. 

The church bells rang out a triumphant 
peal. The people carried memorial offerings 
of sweetest flowers, and laid them upon the 
altar. Nannette and Minnie made a fragrant 
wreath to lay at the feet of J esus. 2s 

«Who knows,” said Nannette, “but our 
dear Lord, seeing our love in this little trib- 
ute, may accept it as he did the precious — 
ointment of Mary.” | 

“Since our hearts go with it, I am sure he 
will,” said the earnest Minnie. 
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There was the glorious service of prayer 
and praise, and then a little band of both the 
aged and the young went to the chancel for 
the sacred confirmation rite. 

To the question “Do ye here, in the pres- 
ence of God and of this congregation, renew 
the solemn promise and vow that ye made, or 
that was made in your name at your baptism; 
ratifying and confirming the same; and ac- 
knowledging yourselves bound to believe and 
to do all those things which ye then under- 
took, or your sponsors undertook for you?” 
there was a firm and audible answer, “I do. 

The versicles and responses between the — 
bishop and on SEE filled all hearts with 
courage: 

“Our help is in the name of the Lord.” 

“Who hath made heaven and earth.” 

‘‘Blessed be the name of the Lord.” 

“Henceforth, world without end.” 

“Tord, hear our prayer.” 

“And let our cry come unto thee.” 

Each candidate whose soul was true and 


sin 
cere in repentance for sin, and faith in the 
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Lord Jesus, and the steadfast purpose to lead 
a new life, felt the personal application of the 
prayer, “Almighty and ever living God, who 
hast vouchsafed to regenerate these thy ser- 
vants by water, and the Holy Ghost, and hast 
given unto them forgiveness of all their sins, 
strengthen them we beseech thee, O Lord, 
with the Holy Ghost the Comforter; and daily 
increase in them thy manifold gifts of Grace; 
the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the 
spirit of counsel and ghostly strength, the 
spirit of godliness; and fill them, O Lord, with 
the spirit of thy holy fear, now and forever. 
Amen.” | 

It was with especial tenderness that the 
bishop placed his hands upon the head of 
Minnie. He had learned so thoroughly the 
earnestness of her spirit in this act of giving 
herself wholly to the blessed Saviour, that he 
could havo no doubt of her acceptance with — 
God; yet she was the youngest of the band 
before him, and her combat might be long 
and wearisome ere she could hold the palm 


of victory. 


\ 
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No wonder that the good man’s voive was 
‘tremulous as he prayed, “Defend, O Lord, 
this thy child with thy heavenly grace, that — 
she may continue thine forever, and daily im- — 
crease in thy Holy Spirit more and more, until 
she come unto thy everlasting kingdom.” 

When all were confirmed, the bishop de- 
sired them to arise for a moment from their 
knees. . 

‘“My beloved,” said he, “it is with great 
joy that I stand in the gate of the camp, 
and greet you who have come hither pro- 
fessing yourselves on the Lord’s side in the 
combat with the world, the flesh, and the 
devil. But it is my duty to tell you, that 
you have embraced no idle service. You 
can not rest at this entrance. The Lord God 
of Israel calls, ‘Put every man his sword by 
his side, and go in and out from gate to gate, 
through the camp, and slay every man his 
brother, and every man his companion, and 
every man his neighbor.’ Every thing that 
is sinful, however dear to your soul, you are 
to destroy. The Lord ig your helper; you* 
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have already acknowledged this. He will 
never leave you, nor forsake you, if you 
cling to him with all your heart. He has 
made provision for your strengthening and 
refreshing by the way. If you would not 
falter, nor grow weak, nor die, you must 
take of that substance which he has com- 
manded to be received. Every time that you 
eat and drink of this sacred food, as he 
directs, you will feel a renewed vigor in your 
Christian warfare. His table is spread to- 
day. A loving Lord calls you to this rich 
feast. Let not one of you fail to come, and 
‘May the Lord be with you.’” 

The full-voiced congregation responded, 
“ And with thy spirit.” 

All Sue down, the ee said, ‘ “Let 
- as pray.” 

The words which our Lord Jesus aint 
tis disciples are fittest utterances for us 
when we have been obedient children. They 
are properly placed in our offices of Bap- 
tism, Confirmation, and the Supper of the — 


Lord, 
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It was with the sweetest emotion that Min- 
nie said, “Our Father, who art in heaven.” 
To be as a little child is so blessed! 

The bishop asked that what he had done 
should not be an empty or insignificant act. 
“¢ Almighty and everlasting God, who mak- 
est us both .to will and to do those things 
which are good, and acceptable unto thy 
Divine Majesty; We make our humble sup- 
plications unto thee for these thy servants, 
upon whom, after the example of thy holy 
Apostles, we have now laid our hands, to 
certify them, by this sign, of thy favor and 
_ gracious goodness towards them. Let thy 
Fatherly hand, we beseech. thee, ever be over 
them; let thy Holy Spirit ever be with them; 
and so lead them in: the knowledge and obe- 
dience of thy Word, that in the end they 
may obtain everlasting life; through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who with thee and the 
Holy Ghost liveth and reigneth, ever one 
God, world without end. Amen.’” 
| oe prayer for divine direction and pro- 
tection followed, and the class was dismissed 
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with a solemn blessing; but not one of the 
newly confirmed delayed to participate in 
the holy eucharistic feast, so faithful was 
the bishop in his instructions and so earnest 
every soul, in the religion of Jesus. 

At evening, when the household assembled 
in the bishop’s study, the bond of union was 
perfect. All were one in Christ. Nannette 
asked to repair to the drawing-room for le- 
votions, that her organ might help them; — 
and at Minnie’s suggestion they sang the 
precious hymn,— = 


“Blest is the tie. that binds — 
Our hearts in Christian love: 
The fellowship of kindred minds 
Is like to that above. 


‘¢Before our Father’s throne 
We pour united prayers; 
Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one; 
Our comforts and our cares. 


‘¢We share our mutual woes, ee 
Our mutual burdens bear; ee 
And often for each other flows 
The sympathizing tear, 
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«When we at death must part, 
How keen, how deep the pains 
But we shall still be join’d in heart, 
And hope to meet again. 


‘¢From sorrow, toil, and pain, 
And sin, we shall be free; 
And perfect love and friendship reign 
Throughout eternity.” 


[he bishop said: “As this is All Saints’ 
evening, we will sing the last three verses 
of the hymn just before this, in the Prayer 
Book. It is the twenty-sixth.” 


‘‘Behold th’ innumerable host 
Of angels clothed in light: 
Behold the spirits of the just © 
Whose faith is changed to sight. 


- 6¢Behold the bless’d assembly there 
Whose names are writ in heaven; 
Hear God, the Judge of all, declare 
Their sins, through Christ, forgiven. 


‘Angels, and living saints and dead, 
But one communion make: 
All join in Christ, their vital head, 
And of his love partake,” 
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“There is such sublimity and dignity in 
this holy religion, that allies us to God, and 
the holy angels, and the spirits of just men 
made perfect. Who would not be a Chris- 
tian, and enter into joys that the world 
knows not of, and anticipate an eternal bless- 
edness ! 

“My children, let me congratulate you 
that God has called you out of darkness into 
his marvellous light, and that he gives you 
a peace that passeth all understanding.” 


